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INTRODUCTION 


The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM),  an  agency 
within  the  United  States  Department  of  the  Interior,  is 
committed  to  sustaining  the  heahh,  diversity,  and  produc- 
tivity of  the  public  lands  for  the  use  and  enjoyment  of 
present  and  future  generations.   The  area  BLM  manages 
covers  approximately  264  million  surface  acres  as  well  as 
300  million  acres  of  subsurface  mineral  estate.   Most  of 
these  lands  are  located  in  the  Western  United  States,  and 
are  rich  in  natural,  cultural,  and  scenic  resources.   They 
contain  many  important  and  diverse  values,  including  for- 
age for  livestock  and  wildlife,  fish  and  wildlife  habitat, 
energy  and  mineral  resources,  wild  horse  and  burro  popu- 
lations, forests  that  provide  a  variety  of  useful  products, 
recreation  sites,  archaeological  and  historical  sites,  wilder- 
ness areas,  and  wild  and  scenic  rivers.    BLM  strives  to 
balance  the  management  of  these  public  lands  and 
resources  in  a  way  that  best  serves  the  needs  of  the 
American  people. 


"...sustaining  the  health, 
diversity,  and  productivity  of  the 
public  lands  for  the  use  and 
enjoyment  of  present  and  future 
generations. " 


The  National  Association 
of  Counties  (NACo),  head- 
quartered in  Washington, 
DC,  is  the  only  national 
organization  representing 
county  governments  in  the 
United  States.  Although 
the  vast  majority  of  mem- 
ber counties  are  rural  in 
character,  urban  and  sub- 
urban populations  are  also 
represented,  reflecting  the 
diverse  nature  of  American 
society.  NACo  enables 
elected  and  appointed  offi- 
cials of  member  counties 
to  become  participants  in 
activities  that  are  directed 
toward  improving  county 
government.  NACo's  pur- 
pose and  objectives  are  to 
act  as  a  liaison  with  other 
levels  of  government;  to 
improve  public  under- 
standing of  counties;  to 
serve  as  a  national  advo- 


cate for  counties;  and,  to 
provide  a  resource  for 
counties  to  help  them  find 
innovative  methods  to 
meet  the  challenges  they 
face.   Through  its  Western 
Interstate  Region,  NACo 
has  promoted  cooperative 
projects  as  a  way  of 
improving  relationships 
between  county  officials 
and  Federal  land  manage- 
ment agencies. 

Since  land  use  planning 
and  zoning  authority  typi- 
cally resides  with  the  coun- 
ties in  unincorporated 
areas  where  public  lands 
are  located,  it  makes  sense 
for  counties  and  public 
land  managers  to  coordi- 
nate and  work  with  each 
other  when  maldng  deci- 
sions about  land  use.    Both 
organizations  support  the 


use  of  good  science  in  the 
decisionmaldng  process 
and  seek  to  balance  con- 
servation and  development 
needs. 

Following  are  some  exam- 
ples of  successful  partner- 
ship efforts.    Since  the 
number  of  entries  were 
limited  to  the  very  best, 
this  collection  is  but  a 
snapshot.  Some  are  tradi- 
tional in  nature,  while  oth- 
ers showcase  creative 
approaches  to  challenges. 
What  is  common  to  all  is 
the  belief  that  worldng 
together  produces  results 
not  easily  gained  by  work- 
ing alone.   All  agree  that 
these  collective  efforts  are 
far  more  effective  and 
beneficial. 


ALASKA 


Alaska  is  unique  among  the  50  States  in  that  much  of  its 
land  has  not  been  organized  into  a  county  form  of  gov- 
ernment.   "Boroughs"  provide  specific  services  in  large 
geographic  areas.   There  are  16  organized  boroughs  in 
Alaska,  covering  about  40  percent  of  the  state;  land  in 
the  remainder  of  the  state  is  considered  an  unorganized 
borough.    BLM  has  adapted  by  worldng  not  only  with  the 
boroughs,  but  also  with  village/city  governments,  individ- 
ual user  groups,  and  private  sector  organizations. 


T)ie  Campbell  Creek  Science 
Center  opened  in  late  1 996  on 
BLM's  Campbell  Tract  in 
Anchorage,  Alaska  and  senses  as 
a  focal  point  for  science  education 
in  Alaska's  largest  city.  BLM 
lias  sponsored  outdoor  education 
programs  at  the  Tract  for  more 

than  20 years.   (Photo  by  Edward  Bovy, 
Alaska  State  Office) 


National  Petroleum  Reserve/Alaska  Coordination 


BLM  is  in  the  midst  of  an 
extensive  planning  effort 
to  determine  whether  there 
are  lands  within  a  4.6-mil- 
lion  acre  portion  of  the 
National  Petroleum 
Reserve-Alaska  (NPR-A) 
sutiable  for  oil  and  gas 
leasing,  as  well  as  whether 
futher  protections  are 
appropriate  for  wildlife 
and  other  habitat  resources 
in  the  planning  area. 

The  NPR-A  is  home  to  the 
Inupiat  Esldmo  people. 
Barrow,  with  a  population 
of  4,000,  is  the  largest  city 
on  the  North  Slope  and  is 
part  of  the  North  Slope 
Borough  (NSB).   The  NSB 
is  a  huge  area  of  50  million 
acres  (about  the  size  of 
Minnesota)  spreading  from 
the  Canadian  border  west 
to  the  Chukchi  Sea,  north 
of  68°  latitude. 

BLM  has  entered  into 
agreements  with  both  the 
NSB  and  the  State  of 
Alaska  for  the  assistance 
and  direct  involvement  of 


key  staff  to  participate  on 
the  BLM  interagency  plan- 
ning team.  The  Borough's 
NPR-A  project  coordinator 
works  in  the  mayor's  office 
and  is  actively  involved  in 
alternative  formulation, 
document  review,  work- 
shop coordination,  and 
distribution  of  public 
information. 

BLM  and  the  NSB  benefit 
from  this  close  worldng 
relationship  because  prob- 
lems can  be  dealt  with 
early,  if  not  totally  avoid- 
ed, and  communications 
can  be  enhanced  between 
government  entities  other- 
wise separated  by  great 
geographic  distances  and 
cultural  lifestyles. 

The  NSB  government 
operates  state-of-the-art 
computer  equipment  that 
has  been  used  to  develop  a 
huge  data  base  about 
Borough  resources.   A  close 
worldng  relationship  has 
allowed  a  BLM  geographic 
information  systems  (CIS) 


team  to  integrate  NSB  dig- 
itized information  about 
raptor  nesting  locations, 
caribou  calving  areas,  loca- 
tions of  lakes  and  rivers, 
and  Native  allotment 
parcels. 

The  NSB  has  also  aided 
the  BLM  planning  process 
by  maldng  information 
available  from  Inupiat 
elders,  who  helped  identify 
place  names  in  their 
Native  language.   BLM 
will  combine  this  new 
information  with  existing 
information  to  produce 
bilingual  maps  for  NPR-A 
and  possibly  for  the  rest  of 
the  North  Slope.   The 
maps  will  be  produced 
individually  in  BLM's 
Branch  of  Mapping 
Sciences  and  a  worldng  set 
will  be  made  available  for 
public  meetings  in  the 
Native  villages. 

Contact:    Gene  Teiiind, 
NPR-A  Coordinator, 
BLM  Alaska  State  Office, 
(907)271-3344. 


Campbell  Tract  Cooperative  Management 
Memorandum  of  Understanding 


BLM's  Campbell  Tract  is  a 
730-acre  wooded  parcel 
located  in  the  heart  of 
Anchorage,  Alaska's  largest 
city.    It  is  home  to  spawn- 
ing salmon,  moose,  bears, 
lynx,  and  a  wide  variety  of 
small  mammals.   The  Tract 
is  bordered  by  the  larger 
Far  North  Bicentennial 
Park,  managed  by  the  local 
government  (the 
Municipality  of 


Anchorage,  which  is  a 
merged  city/borough 
government) . 

BLM  onsite  managers  and 
the  Municipality's  staff 
have  been  meeting  month- 
ly for  more  than  10  years 
as  part  of  their  cooperative 
management  strategy 
spelled  out  through  a 
Memorandum  of 
Understanding  (MOU). 


The  Campbell  Tract  and 
Far  North  Bicentennial 
Park  share  trails  and  user 
groups,  and  the  staffs  seek 
to  pool  their  resources  to 
work  together  in  managing 
the  areas  and  in  dealing 
with  common  issues  relat- 
ed to  users,  trails,  events, 
and  developments. 

There  are  at  least  1 3  iden- 
tifiable user  groups  related 


Sled  dog  racing  is  but  one  of  the  many  outdoor  activities  on  BLM's  Campbell  Tract  in  Anchorage,  Alaska. 
An  extensive  network  of  trails  is  used  year  round  by  residents  and  visitors  alike.  The  trails  connect  with 
adjoining  city  and  state  parks,  and  provide  excellent  in-town  opportunities  for  hiking,  skijoring,  horseback 
riding,  and  mountain  biking  in  a  natural  setting.  (Photo  by  Edimrd  Bow.  Alaska  State  Ojfuc) 


to  activities  such  as  jog- 
ging, bicycling,  horseback 
riding,  skijoring,  and  dog 
mushing.    Park  and  Tract 
managers  coordinate 
events  such  as  a  series  of 
summer  mountain  bike 
races,  the  Tour  of 
Anchorage  (a  national  sld 
event  drawing  3,200  par- 
ticipants), and  a  winter 
season  of  weekend  sled 
dog  races  (including  the 
World  Championship  races 
held  each  February). 

Recent  use  estimates  indi- 
cate that  there  are  about 
45,000  visitor  use  days 
annually  attributed  to  the 
Campbell  Tract,  maldng  it 
one  of  the  most-used  spe- 
cial recreation  manage- 
ment areas  in  the  BLM. 

Some  accomplishments 
related  to  coordinated 


management  include 
rerouting  dog  mushing 
trails  to  avoid  road  cross- 
ings and  installing  a  multi- 
ple use  trail  bridge  over 
Campbell  Creek  at  a  popu- 
lar trailhead  to  improve 
safety.   The  two  staffs  are 
now  coordinating  to  evalu- 
ate various  alternatives  for 
routing  a  new  city  water 
line  through  the  park  to 
have  the  least  impact  on 
the  users. 

BLM  also  works  directly 
with  the  Anchorage  School 
District  as  a  cooperating 
partner  in  the  management 
of  the  Campbell  Creek 
Science  Center,  located  on 
the  Campbell  Tract.   BLM 
built  the  Center,  maintains 
the  building  and  grounds, 
and  staffs  it  with  an  onsite 
manager  and  caretaker, 
while  the  school  district 


coordinates  scheduling  stu- 
dents and  teachers  to  use 
the  Center  and  the  sur- 
rounding lands  for  science 
classes.   User  fees  help 
support  Center  operations. 

In  1997,  the  Campbell 
Tract  was  one  of  1 5  loca- 
tions selected  as  a 
National  Public  Lands  Day 
site.    Scout  troops  and  user 
groups  turned  out  to  help 
install  new  trail  signs, 
repair  trails,  and  build  an 
amphitheater. 

Contact:   Nick  Douglas, 
District  Manager,  BLM 
Anchorage  District  Office, 
(907)  267-  1246. 


ARIZONA 

Black  Hills  Back  Country  Byway 

BLM's  Safford  Field  Office,  Graham  and  Greenlee 
Counties,  and  other  partners  have  worked  together  since 
1 992  to  develop  the  Black  Hills  Back  Country  Byway,  a 
popular  scenic  drive  through  the  hills  northeast  of 
Safford.   The  Byway  is  a  2 1  -mile-long  county  road  that 
takes  visitors  through  a  variety  of  topography  and  vegeta- 
tion, from  desert  scrub  in  the  lowlands  to  pinyon-juniper 
in  the  mountains.  Sites  along  the  way  include  interesting 
geologic  features;  historic  sites  such  as  an  abandoned 
mine  quarry,  the  historic  Old  Safford  Bridge  across  the 
Gila  River,  and  an  old  railroad  trestle;  and  prehistoric  cul- 
tural sites.   The  Byway  crosses  through  the  Gila  Box 
Riparian  National  Conservation  Area  (RNCA),  one  of 
only  two  RNCAs  in  the  nation,  and  is  used  as  an  access 
road  for  those  floating  the  Gila  Box. 


Pinyon  on  the  Black  Hills  Back 
Countjy  Byway.  Tlie  2 1 -mile- 
long  Byway  takes  visitors  from 
desert  scrub  in  the  lowlands  to 
pinyon-juniper  in  the  mountains. 

(Photo  coiii'tcsv  of  Arizona  State  Office) 


The  Byway  was  dedicated 
on  Black  Hills  Festival 
Day  March  19,  1994,  as 
proclaimed  by  the 
Governor  of  Arizona.   The 
Graham  County  Chamber 
of  Commerce  worked 
closely  with  BLM  to  plan 
the  celebration,  which 
included  more  than  70 
booths  and  day-long  enter- 
tainment. A  dance  was 
hosted  by  the  Greenlee 
County  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  the  awards 
ceremony  was  cohosted  by 
the  Graham-Greenlee 
Board  of  Realtors. 

The  Byway  was  improved 
and  is  maintained  by  road 
crews  from  both  counties. 
BLM  crews  installed  cattle 
guards  to  replace  gated 
fences  to  allow  travelers  to 
drive  from  one  end  to  the 
other  without  the  hassle  of 
opening  and  closing  gates. 
The  Arizona  Department 
of  Transportation  erected 
permanent  byway  signs 
along  the  highway  and 
provided  flashing  warning 
signs  during  the  dedica- 
tion.   Local  communities 
and  businesses  also  pitched 
in.    During  the  dedication, 
Safford  provided  free  trash 
containers  and  disposal, 


while  Thatcher  loaned  its 
city  van  as  a  shuttle  vehi- 
cle.  Businesses  donated 
equipment  and  services 
such  as  trucks  for  hauling 
materials,  electrical  hook- 
ups, drinldng  water,  and 
helium  for  balloons. 
Volunteers  provided  wagon 
and  horseback  rides. 

Graham  County,  along 
with  1 1  other  contributors, 
helped  fund  the  colorful 
brochure  for  the  Byway 
that  was  designed  and 
written  by  BLM.   The 
brochure  was  selected  as 
the  1996  Best  Interpretive 
Brochure  by  the  American 
Recreation  Coalition  in  a 
national  competition.    It 
provides  a  map  of  the 


Byway  and  its  many  primi- 
tive side  roads.   It  also  pro- 
vides a  mileage  log  tied  to 
interesting  sights  along  the 
route.   The  brochure  uses 
the  Byway's  "Riches  from 
the  Earth"  theme  to  inter- 
pret BLM's  multiple  use 
mission.   A  complement  to 
the  brochure,  an  audio 
tape,  provides  a  colorful 
narrative  of  the  Byway  and 
its  ties  to  the  region's  his- 
tory and  resources.   The 
Byway  was  featured  in  the 
November  1997  issue  of 
Arizona  Highways 
magazine. 

Contact:   Diane  Drobka, 
Public  Affairs  Specialist, 
BLM  Safford  Field  Office, 
(520)  348-4400. 


Gila  Box  Riparian  National  Conservation  Area 
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Mittry  Lake  Boat  Launch  Facility 


BLM's  Yuma  Field  Office 
and  Yuma  County  devel- 
oped a  boat  launch  facility 
at  Mittry  Lake,  a  popular 
recreation  site  12  miles 
from  Yuma,  Arizona. 
Mittry  Lake  is  a  shallow 
marshy  waterway  with 
abundant  aquatic  and 
riparian  vegetation. 
Approximately  35,000 
people  visit  the  Lake  each 
year,  many  attracted  by 
the  good  fishing 
opportunities. 


County  contracted  with  a 
local  company  for  con- 
struction at  the  site  using 
a  State  Lake  Improvement 
Fund  grant. 

BLM  has  assumed  mainte- 
nance of  the  facilities, 
which  are  located  on  BOR 
withdrawn  land.   The 
County  maintains  the 
gravel  access  road  to  the 
site  and  the  Arizona  Game 
and  Fish  Department  man- 


ages the  sport  fishery. 
This  cooperative  effort 
resolved  some  long-stand- 
ing concerns  about  unim- 
proved access,  and  health 
and  safety  issues  relating 
to  traffic,  trash,  and  waste 
collection. 

Contact:  MeiT  Boyd, 
Program  Manager,  Recreation 
and  Visitor  Services, 
BLM  Yuma  Field  Office, 
(520)  317-3207. 


The  boat  launching  facility 
was  developed  in  partner- 
ship with  the  Bureau  of 
Reclamation  (BOR)  and 
the  Arizona  Game  and 
Fish  Department,  Region 
IV,  to  improve  recreational 
opportunities,  meet  public 
demand,  and  reduce  envi- 
ronmental impacts. 

BLM  designed  the  con- 
crete boat  ramp,  paved 
ramp,  aggregate  surface 
parldng  lot,  and  vault  toi- 
let.  The  facilities  are  in 
conformance  with  the 
Americans  With 
Disabilities  Act.   Yuma 
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Boat  ramp  at  Mittry  Lake,  a  popular  recreation  site  near  Yuma, 

Arizona.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Yuma  ReUOffke) 


La  Paz  County  Furlough  Support 


La  Paz  County  helped 
BLM  meet  one  of  its 
responsibilities  during  the 
government  shutdown  in 
early  1996.   Under  a  BLM 
procurement  contract, 
trash  is  collected  twice  a 
week  in  the  long-term  visi- 
tor areas  (LTVA).    During 
the  shutdown,  BLM's 
Yuma  Field  Office  was 
unable  to  fund  a  trash  col- 
lection contract  or  operate 
a  water  and  dump  station 
system  at  the  La  Posa 
LTVA  south  of  Quartzite. 
BLM  was  unable  to  fund 
the  contracts  for  lack  of  an 
operating  budget.    For 
safety  and  health  reasons, 
essential  personnel  using 


government  vehicles  col- 
lected and  dumped  trash 
daily  in  the  La  Paz  County 
landfill.    La  Paz  County 
offered  to  assist  with  the 
trash  collection  and  sup- 
ported BLM  by  waiving 
the  landfill  fees  on  60 
loads  of  refuse. 

BLM  established  the 
unique  LTVA  program  in 
1983  to  meet  the  recre- 
ational needs  of  winter  vis- 
itors and  protect  the 
remaining  fragile  desert 
environment.    Eight  LTVAs 
currently  exist  in  western 
Arizona  and  eastern 
California.    For  a  nominal 
fee  of  $100,  campers  can 


spend  7  months  in  a  mild 
winter  climate,  surrounded 
by  the  strildng  natural 
beauty  of  the  Sonoran  and 
Mojave  Deserts,  their  exot- 
ic plants,  and  unusual  wild 
creatures.   This  very  popu- 
lar and  affordable  program 
provides  thousands  of  visi- 
tors each  year  with  the 
opportunity  to  enjoy  the 
splendor  of  winter  in  the 
desert. 

Contact:  Meii?  Boyd, 
Program  Manager,  Recreation 
and  Visitor  Sennces,  BLM 
Yuma  Field  Office,  (520) 
317-3207. 


Trash  piles  up  at  a  long-term  visitor  area  (LTVA)  during  1 996  government  furlough.  La  Paz  County  helped 
BLM  collect  and  dispose  of  the  trash  in  the  La  Paz  County  Landfill.  (Photo  cowtesy  of  Yuma  Field  Office) 
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Enhancing  Recreational  Opportunities 


Thanks  to  interagency 
cooperation  in  southeast- 
ern Arizona,  the  public 
now  has  much  easier 
access  to  recreation  infor- 
mation.  BLM  joined 
forces  with  the  Graham 
County  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  Coronado 
National  Forest,  Arizona 
Game  and  Fish 
Department,  Arizona  State 
Parks,  San  Carlos  Apache 
Tribe,  and  Coronado 
Resource  Conservation  and 
Development  to  develop 
an  interactive  recreation 
guide  for  the  County.   The 
computer  guide  features 
more  than  80  recreation 
sites  on  Federal,  State, 
County,  and  Tribal  lands, 
including  information, 
maps,  and  photos  of  each. 
Computers  were  placed  at 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  in  BLM's  public  room. 

The  guide  was  so  popular 
that  an  effort  began  almost 
immediately  to  develop  a 
similar  guide  for  adjoining 
Greenlee  County.   That 
guide,  which  involved  the 
same  partners  plus  many 
others,  now  provides  24- 


hour-a-day  recreation 
information  to  the  public 
in  kiosks  located  at  the 
Greenlee  County  and 
Duncan  Valley  Chambers 
of  Commerce.   That  infor- 
mation was  also  added  to 
BLM's  public  room 
computer. 

BLM's  Safford  Field  Office 
worked  with  the  Graham 
County  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  the  Forest 
Service  to  establish  an 
Interagency  Visitor  Center 


at  the  Chamber  office. 
The  Center,  which  features 
the  interactive  recreation 
guide,  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful, serving  about 
20,000  visitors  each  year. 
In  addition  to  the  guide,  a 
large,  colorful  BLM  exhibit 
highlights  public  lands 
recreational  opportunities 
in  the  Gila  Valley,  and 
brochures  provide  more 
detailed  information.   The 
Center  also  sells  field 
guides  and  books  related 
to  the  natural  and  cultural 


The  Interagency  Visitor  Center  at  the  Graham  County  Chamber  of 
Commerce  features  the  interactive  recreation  guide  that  was  developed 

by  the  County  and  its  partners.   (Photo  courtesy  of  Arizona  State  Office) 


history  of  the  area. 
The  BLM  and  Forest 
Service  budget  money  each 
year  to  fund  a  visitor  con- 
tact specialist  at  the 
Chamber.   To  ensure  that 
all  Chamber  employees 
and  volunteers  who  staff 
the  Center  are  Icnowledge- 
able  of  the  area  and  better 
able  to  answer  visitors' 
questions,  BLM  provides 
field  tours  to  familiarize 
them  with  BLM  recreation 
sites.    New  tours  are 
scheduled  as  new  employ- 


ees are  hired  or  as  new 
recreation  sites  are 
developed. 

The  BLM  and  Graham 
County  Chamber  of 
Commerce  are  also  worldng 
with  other  agencies  and 
local  businesses  to  develop 
new  brochures  that  will  be 
printed  using  State  tourism 
funds.   One  of  these  efforts 
centers  around  ecotourism, 
especially  opportunities  for 
drawing  birdwatchers  to  the 
area.  A  checldist,  brochure, 


and  guide  book  highlight- 
ing local  birding  hot  spots 
will  be  developed  to  entice 
these  ecotourists  to  travel 
to  the  Gila  Valley  to  enjoy 
the  excellent  nature-related 
activities  and,  in  the 
process,  to  provide  an 
important  contribution  to 
the  local  economy. 

Contact:   Diane  Drobka, 
Public  Affairs  Specialist, 
BLM  Sajford  Field  Office, 
(520)  348-4400. 


ARKANSAS 

Cooperative  Planning  Efforts 

Planning  efforts  in  Arkansas  will  be  initiated  by  BLM's 
Eastern  States  Office  through  the  Jackson  District. 
Because  most  of  the  BLM-managed  tracts  in  Arkansas  are 
located  in  unincorporated  areas,  county  level  govern- 
ments will  play  an  important  part  in  assessing  local  needs 
and  exploring  opportunities  for  collaboration. 


Contact:  Bmce  Dawson, 
District  Manager, 
BLM  Jackson  District  Office, 
(601)  977-  5400. 
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CALIFORNIA 

California  Biodiversity  Council 

The  California  Biodiversity  Council  consists  of  Federal 
and  State  agency  representatives,  county  supervisors,  and 
city  council  members  within  California  who  work  cooper- 
atively to  promote  better  stewardship  of  the  State's  natur- 
al resources.   The  Council  grew  out  of  the  concerns  of 
natural  resource  managers  and  locally  elected  officials 
that  existing  conservation  regulations  and  measures 
weren't  working  because  they  were  too  expensive,  often 
duplicative,  developed  without  local  involvement,  and 
seemed  wholly  inadequate  in  protecting  California's 
natural  diversity. 


Visitors  travel  the  Big  Morongo 
Canyon's  boardwalk,  exploring 
the  abundant  plant  and  animal 
life  at  this  unique  desert  oasis. 

(Photo  by  Doran  Snnchcz,  California  Descit 
District) 


The  Council  was  created  in  September  1991  with  the 
development  and  signing  of  the  California  Agreement  on 
Biological  Diversity   The  Agreement  is  the  most  explicit 
recognition  to  date,  in  California,  of  the  need  to  coordi- 
nate natural  resource  and  land  use  planning  and  manage- 
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ment  activities  across  juris- 
dictions to  the  watershed 
and  regional  level.    It  seeks 
to  effectively  involve  land 
owners  and  users,  govern- 
ment agencies,  and  locally 
elected  leaders  in  the  reso- 
lution of  issues  associated 
with  economic  develop- 
ment and  resource  conser- 
vation.  Another  goal  is  to 
develop  active  partnerships 
among  these  interests  for 
managing  the  State's  nat- 
ural resources.    It  also 
seeks  to  promote  the 
development  of  conserva- 
tion and  management 
strategies  that  reflect  the 
concerns  and  economic 
needs  of  local  residents, 
tailoring  conservation  pro- 
grams to  these  needs  for 
maximum  effectiveness. 
Examples  of  some  of  these 
strategies,  such  as  the  San 
Diego  County  Partnership 
Agreement,  follow. 

As  interest  in  dealing  more 
comprehensively  with 
issues  of  habitat  loss,  eco- 
nomic stability,  and  water 
quality  has  risen  across  the 
State,  the  Biodiversity 
Council  has  helped  focus 
these  efforts  through  more 
effective  cooperation 


between  State  and  Federal 
agencies  and  local  govern- 
ment.   Often  this  is  accom- 
plished at  Council  meet- 
ings that  are  held  quarterly 
in  different  areas  of  the 
state.    In  conjunction  with 
these  meetings,  the 
Council  frequently  spon- 
sors Local  Biodiversity 
Forums  for  community 
leaders,  local  residents,  and 
special  interest  groups. 
These  allow  participants  to 
describe,  discuss,  and 
begin  to  resolve  issues  of 
local  and  regional  interest 
or  concern.   The  Council 
and  representatives  of  the 
Regional  Council  of  Rural 
Counties  and  the  regional 
county  supervisor  associa- 
tions in  the  Sierra  Nevada 
region  recently  initiated  a 
series  of  Regional 
Leadership  Forums 
designed  to  improve  rela- 
tions between  State  and 
Federal  agencies  and  local 
government.   These  will  be 
conducted  in  other  areas  of 
the  State  as  requested  by 
regional  leaders. 

The  Council  has  also  been 
very  active  in  promoting 
greater  coordination 
among  governmental  agen- 


cies, academic  institutions, 
and  other  entities  involved 
in  scientific  research  and 
data  collection  and  in 
increasing  people's  access 
to  this  information.   The 
California  Environmental 
Resources  Evaluation 
System  (CERES)  is  an 
example  of  one  such  effort. 
It  is  an  information  system 
designed  to  facilitate 
access  to  a  variety  of  auto- 
mated data  describing 
California's  rich  and 
diverse  environments.   The 
Council  has  also  worked 
with  local  residents  in  the 
IClamath  Province,  located 
in  the  northwestern  por- 
tion of  the  state,  and  the 
Sierra  Nevada  to  develop 
geographic  information 
systems  (CIS)  to  assist 
area  residents  in  collecting, 
storing,  and  analyzing 
information  for  watershed 
restoration  work  and  other 
planning  and  conservation 
efforts. 

Contact:   Carl  Rountree, 
Acting  Deputy  State  Director, 
BLM  California  State  Office, 
(619)  979-2830; 

Karen  Keenc,  California 
Association  of  Counties, 
(916)  327-7500. 
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San  Diego  County  Partnership  Agreement 


The  city  and  county  of 
San  Diego  and  the  San 
Diego  Association  of 
Governments  (SANDAG) 
are  currently  involved  in 
several  multihabitat  con- 
servation planning  efforts. 
These  efforts  are  designed 
to  protect  key  wildlife 
habitat  areas  and  wildlife 
corridors  and  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  State 
and  Federal  Endangered 
Species  Acts  in  a  manner 
that  addresses  the  land  use 
and  economic  objectives  of 
the  San  Diego  region. 
These  efforts  include  the 
city  of  San  Diego's 
Multiple  Species 
Conservation  Plan,  the 
county  of  San  Diego's 
Multiple  Habitat/Open 
Space  Program,  and 
SANDAG's  North  County 
Multiple  Habitat 
Conservation  Plan.    Each 
effort  is  individually  tai- 
lored to  a  specific  area,  but 
will  be  linked  together  to 
create  a  regional  habitat 
conservation  strategy. 

BLM  manages  approxi- 
mately 1 80,000  acres  of 
land  in  the  area  covered  by 


these  plans.   Roughly 
80,000  acres  are  located  in 
western  San  Diego  County 
and  are  included  in  BLM's 
South  Coast  Resource 
Management  Plan. 
Another  100,000  acres  are 
located  in  the  eastern  por- 
tion of  the  county  and  are 
covered  under  BLM's 
Eastern  San  Diego  County 
Plan,  which  is  part  of  the 
California  Desert 
Conservation  Area  Plan. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the 
California  Agreement  on 
Biological  Diversity,  the 
BLM,  the  city  and  county 
of  San  Diego,  SANDAG, 
the  California  Department 
of  Fish  and  Game,  and  the 
U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  signed  an  agree- 
ment in  July  1 994  estab- 
lishing a  partnership  to 
develop  a  comprehensive 
strategy  incorporating 
BLM-managed  lands  with- 
in the  ongoing  conserva- 
tion planning  efforts  of  the 
city,  county,  and  SANDAG. 
As  part  of  this  strategy,  the 
agencies  will  work  collabo- 
ratively with  the  city, 
county,  and  SANDAG  to 


ensure  that  Federal,  State, 
regional,  and  local  land 
management  prescriptions 
are  consistent.   The  signa- 
tories of  the  agreement  will 
also  share  land  use  and 
natural  resource  data  to 
identify  and  map  key 
wildlife  habitat  and 
wildlife  corridors. 

Wildlife  habitat  and  corri- 
dors on  BLM  lands  will  be 
included  as  part  of  the 
region's  plans  and  will  be 
retained  and  managed  as 
Federal  lands  by  the  BLM. 
These  lands  may  be  used 
as  mitigation  to  allow 
development  of  private 
lands.   The  BLM  will  coor- 
dinate with  the  county  in 
acquiring  key  lands 
through  the  Land  and 
Water  Conservation  Fund, 
or  exchanges  where  it  is  in 
the  best  interests  of  the 
United  States. 

Contact:  Julia  Dougan, 
Field  Manager, 
BLM  Palm  Springs/South 
Coast  Field  Office, 
(760)  251-4800. 
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Mono  County  Collaborative  Planning 
Memorandum  of  Understanding 


Mono  County  is  located 
on  the  east  side  of  the 
Sierra  Nevada  in  central 
California.  Approximately 
88  percent  of  the  county's 
3,100  square  miles  are 
publicly  owned  and  man- 
aged by  the  BLM  and 
Forest  Service.   Motivated 
by  concerns  from  their 
constituents  regarding  the 
management  of  the  coun- 
ty's public  lands,  the 
Mono  County  Board  of 
Supervisors  passed  a  reso- 
lution in  June  1995  calling 
for  the  development  of  a 
formal  collaborative 
process  linldng  Sate, 
Federal,  and  county  activi- 
ties together  for  more 
effectively  resolving  land 
use  issues. 

Worldng  closely  with  the 
BLM,  Forest  Service, 
California  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game,  Lahontan 
Regional  Water  Control 
Board,  and  Los  Angeles 
Department  of  Water  and 


Power,  the  county  devel- 
oped a  Memorandum  of 
Understanding  (MOU) 
establishing  a  formal  col- 
laborative planning  process 
and  the  Mono  County 
Collaborative  Planning 
Team  (MCCPT).   The 
team  is  currently  com- 
posed of  managers  from 
each  of  the  participating 
agencys'  field  offices,  but 
other  agencies  and  organi- 
zations will  be  permitted 
to  join  as  the  need  arises. 
The  purpose  of  the 
MCCPT  is  to  assure  that 
government  activities  con- 
tribute to  the  long-term 
maintenance  and  enhance- 
ment of  the  environment 
and  to  the  economy  and 
quality  of  life  in  the  area, 
to  minimize  the  impact  of 
conflicting  regulations  and 
decisions,  and  to  eliminate 
as  much  duplication  as 
possible. 

The  MOU  establishes  a 
process  for  identifying  land 


use  issues  and  concerns, 
prioritizing  the  resolution 
of  these  issues  and  con- 
cerns, developing,  main- 
taining, and  sharing  com- 
mon data  bases  for  analyz- 
ing issues,  and  worldng 
collaboratively  to  resolve 
them.   Collaborative 
planning  will  be  accom- 
plished through  coopera- 
tion and  early  and  contin- 
uing public  involvement, 
coordinated  planning  and 
implementation,  and  the 
sharing  of  information, 
personnel,  equipment,  and 
technology. 

Contact: 

Genivieve  Rasmussen, 

Area  Manager, 

BLM  Bishop  Resource  Area, 

(760)  872-4881; 

TJwmas  Fametti,  Chair, 
Mono  County  Board  of 
Supervisors, 
(760)  932-5215. 
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West  Mojave  Coordinated  Management  Program 


The  West  Mojave 
Coordinated  Management 
Program  (WMCMP)  is  the 
first  major  effort  resulting 
from  the  California 
Agreement  on  Biological 
Diversity.   The  WMCMP 
was  established  in  1992 
via  a  Memorandum  of 
Understanding  (MOU). 
Under  this  program,  the 
BLM,  the  California 
Department  of  Fish  and 
Game,  the  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service,  the 
Counties  of  Inyo,  Kern, 
and  San  Bernardino,  and 
10  incorporated  cities  and 
towns  are  preparing  an 


interagency  plan  setting 
the  standards  for  managing 
the  habitat  of  the  desert 
tortoise  and  other  sensitive 
species  on  9.4  million  acres 
of  public  and  private  land. 

The  plan  will  define  a 
regional  strategy  for  con- 
serving 93  plant  and  ani- 
mal species  and  their  habi- 
tats, develop  an  efficient, 
equitable,  and  cost-effec- 
tive process  for  complying 
with  State  and  Federal 
Endangered  Species  Acts, 
and  provide  for  appropri- 
ate resource  use  and  com- 
munity expansion.    Once 


the  plan  is  completed  and 
adopted  by  all  participat- 
ing agencies,  a  framework 
will  be  established  to 
streamline  the  process 
through  which  State  and 
Federal  endangered  species 
permits  and  local  building 
permits  will  be  issued. 
The  target  date  for  com- 
pletion of  the  plan  is  the 
end  of  1998. 

Contact:   Bill  Haigh, 
WMCMP  Team  Lead, 
BLM  Barstow  Resource  Area, 
(760)  252-  6080. 


The  WMCMP  partners  are  preparing  a  plan  for  managing  the  habitat  of  the  desert  tortoise  (pictured  above) 
and  other  sensitive  species.  (BLMfiU  photo) 
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''Central  to  the  process 
is  the  idea  of  citizen ^ 

community,  and 

agency  involvement 

in  determining 

appropriate  management 

activities  designed 

to  meet  jointly 

developed  goals 

and  objectives. "" 


COLORADO 

Yampa  Valley  Alliance 

The  Yampa  Valley  Alliance  (YVA)  is  a  group  of  Federal, 
State,  and  local  agencies  whose  purpose  is  to  cooperative- 
ly enhance  recreational  opportunities  in  northwest 
Colorado.    BLM's  contribution  includes  development  of 
over  100  miles  of  the  Yampa  Valley  Trail  and  a  number  of 
river  recreation  access  sites  on  public  lands. 


Yampa  River  emerges  from 
canyon  to  meander  through  open 
valley  in  the  vicinity  of  Juniper 

Hot  Springs.  {Photo  cowtesy  of  Colorado 
State  Office) 


The  Yampa  Valley  Outdoor  Recreation  Conceptual  Plan 
published  in  December  1992  contains  recommendations 
for  trails,  recreation  areas,  river  resources,  natural  and  cul- 
tural resources,  and  recreational  tourism.   Implementation 
is  expected  to  take  5  to  10  years.   The  Alliance  has 
received  several  major  grants  from  the  Energy  Impact 
Fund  and  Great  Outdoors  Colorado  to  acquire  lands  and 
easements  and  to  develop  recreational  trail  facilities.   As 
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part  of  this  effort,  BLM's 
Little  Snake  Resource  Area 
has  assisted  in  funding  and 
providing  work  for  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Youth 
Corps,  sponsored  by  the 
city  of  Steamboat  Springs. 

The  Yampa  River  System 
Project  is  a  major  out- 
growth of  the  AlHance  ini- 
tiated during  FY  1996. 
Project  goals  include  pro- 
tecting riparian  and  agri- 
cultural land  along  the 
river,  instituting  consistent 
management  of  12  existing 
river  access  sites  by 
Colorado  State  Parks 
(some  of  which  are  BLM 
sites  or  serve  BLM  reaches 


of  the  Yampa  River),  pre- 
serving public  access  and 
open  space  along  the  river 
through  conservation  ease- 
ments and  leases,  aiding  in 
recovery  of  the  Colorado 
River  cutthroat  trout,  and 
educating  the  public  about 
the  unique  natural  and 
cultural  aspects  of  the 
Yampa  River  Valley.   The 
project  was  successful  in 
competing  for  grant  fund- 
ing from  the  Great 
Outdoors  Colorado  Legacy 
Projects  in  the  amount  of 
$6  million. 

Project  sponsors  are  the 
cities  of  Steamboat  Springs 
and  Craig,  and  Routt  and 


Moffat  Counties.   Project 
partners  include  private 
landowners,  business  own- 
ers, local  governments, 
conservation  and  recre- 
ation organizations,  and 
resource  management 
agencies  including  BLM. 

Contact:  John  Husband, 
Area  Manager, 
BLM  Little  Snake 
Resource  Area, 
(970)  826-  5000; 

T.  Wright  Dickinson, 
Moffat  County  Commissioner, 
(970)  824-5517; 

Ben  Beall, 

Routt  County  Commissioner, 

(970)  879-0108. 


Yampa  Valley  Alliance 
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Gunnison  Sage  Grouse  Working  Group 


The  Gunnison  Sage 
Grouse  Worldng  Group  is 
addressing  the  long  term 
decline  of  the  Gunnison 
Sage  Grouse  in  the 
Gunnison  Basin  watershed. 
It  is  a  local,  multi-interest 
forum  representing 
landowners,  Gunnison 
County,  sportsmen,  land 
management  agencies,  the 
Colorado  Division  of 
Wildlife,  the  Gunnison 
County  Cattlemen's 
Association,  and  the  High 
Country  Citizens  Alliance. 
The  goal  of  the  group  is  to 
develop  a  conservation 
plan  that  will  lead  to  a  sta- 
ble and  healthy  population 
of  sage  grouse  in  the 
Gunnison  Basin  of 
Colorado.   The  conserva- 
tion plan  describes  man- 
agement strategies  for  the 
Gunnison  Basin  and  estab- 
lishes a  framework  to 
guide  management  efforts 
aimed  at  improving  sage 
grouse  habitat. 

Central  to  this  process  is 
the  idea  of  citizen,  com- 
munity, and  agency 
involvement  in  determin- 
ing appropriate  manage- 


ment activities  designed  to 
meet  jointly  developed 
goals  and  objectives. 
Membership  in  the  group 
has  been  open  ended  and 
representation  from 
throughout  the  community 
has  been  encouraged.   Two 
public  meetings  were  held 
in  June  1997  to  present 
the  conservation  plan  to 
the  community. 


The  Gunnison  Sage 
Grouse,  a  newly  described 
species,  is  found  only  in 
southwestern  Colorado 
and  southeastern  Utah. 
Sage  grouse  are  large, 
brown/gray  chicken-like 
birds  with  conspicuous 
black  and  white  marldngs. 
They  are  dependent  upon 
sagebrush.   The  sage 
grouse  may  become  a 


The  Gunnison  Sage  Grouse  is  found  only  in  soutlmesteni  Colorado 

and  southeastern   Utah.   (Ptwto  courtesy  of  Colomdo  state  Offia-) 
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candidate  species  for 
Federal  listing  as  threat- 
ened or  endangered. 

The  importance  of  sage 
grouse  in  the  Basin  and 
the  concern  over  declining 
populations  has  precipitat- 
ed management  activity 
for  several  years.   The 
Gunnison  Resource 
Management  Plan  (RMP), 
completed  in  1993,  con- 
tained a  strong  emphasis 
on  sage  grouse  habitat 
management,  especially  in 


riparian  areas.    BLM  has 
begun  implementing  por- 
tions of  the  RMP  intended 
to  improve  habitat. 
Several  projects  were 
implemented  to  improve 
riparian  habitat  including 
livestock  exclosures  and 
pipe  and  trough  develop- 
ments.  The  Forest  Service 
has  also  made  adjustments 
in  their  grazing  allotments. 
The  Colorado  Division  of 
Wildlife  has  worked  with 
private  landowners  and 
Gunnison  County  on  sub- 


division issues  that  effect 
habitat.   They  have  also 
made  adjustments  in  hunt- 
ing regulations  to  reduce 
the  harvest. 

Contact:   Baiiy  Tollefson, 
Area  Manager, 
BLM  Gunnison 
Resource  Area, 
(970)  641-  0471; 

Steve  Westbay, 

Gunnison  County  Planner, 

(970)  641-0360. 


Gunnison  Sage  Grouse 
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San  Miguel  Watershed  Coalition 


Various  public  and  private 
entities  that  have  worked 
together  on  issues  within 
the  San  Miguel  Watershed 
for  many  years  have  for- 
mally established  the  San 
Migviel  Watershed 
Coalition.   Their  goal  is  to 
protect  and  maintain  the 
high  natural  values  in  this 
watershed  in  the  face  of 
growth  and  use  pressures. 
Initial  efforts  focused  on 
the  San  Miguel  River  corri- 
dor in  the  upper  basin 
around  Telluride.   Other 
efforts  occurred  through- 
out the  watershed,  but 
were  not  linked.   This 
most  recent  coalition  of 
interests  emerged  1  year 


ago  to  develop  a  compre- 
hensive plan  for  the  entire 
watershed. 

The  Coalition  consists  of 
private  citizens  who  live  in 
the  basin,  representatives 
from  town  and  county  gov- 
ernments. Federal  and 
State  resource  manage- 
ment agencies,  quasi-gov- 
ernmental entities,  and 
land  conservation  and 
environmental  groups.   All 
volunteered  to  participate 
as  members  of  the 
Coalition. 

As  stewards  of  some  of  the 
world's  highest,  wildest, 
and  most  beautiful  lands. 


the  San  Miguel  Watershed 
Coalition  is  dedicated  to 
guiding  the  management 
of  the  San  Miguel 
Watershed.   The  Coalition 
is  developing,  through  a 
process  of  collaborative 
planning  and  substantive 
public  involvement,  a  bas- 
inwide  management  frame- 
work that  conserves  and 
enhances  the  natural,  cul- 
tural, and  recreational 
resources,  and  the  social 
and  economic  vitality  of 
the  communities  within 
the  watershed.   The 
Coalition  is  guiding  the 
plan's  implementation. 
Key  to  the  development  of 
this  plan  is  the  active 


Leopard  Creek  on  the  San  Miguel.  The  Coalition's  goal  is  to  protect  and  maintain  the  watershed's  natural 

values  in  the  face  of  growth  and  use  pressures.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Colorado  state  Office) 
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involvement  from  water- 
shed stakeholders.   The 
Coalition  provides  a  forum 
through  which  citizens  of 
the  watershed  can  address 
issues  in  the  future. 

The  1 -million-acre  San 
Miguel  River  Watershed  is 
located  in  Montrose  and 
San  Miguel  Counties  in 
southwest  Colorado  and 
encompasses  the  towns  of 
Telluride,  Sawpit,  Ophir, 
Mountain  Village, 
Placerville,  Norwood, 


Naturita,  and  Nucla.  This 
area  includes  a  BLM  Area 
of  Critical  Environmental 
Concern  (ACEC)  and  three 
riparian  preserves  managed 
by  The  Nature  Conservancy. 
The  21,000  acre  ACEC, 
along  the  San  Miguel  River, 
boasts  some  rather  rare  veg- 
etative associations  and  is 
an  integral  part  of  one  of 
the  few  remaining  wild 
rivers  in  the  State. 

Major  themes  that  have 
echoed  throughout  the 


watershed  meetings  are 
water,  natural  resources, 
recreation  and  commodi- 
ties, and  growth  and  com- 
munity preservation. 

Contact:   Karen  Tucker, 
Outdoor  Recreation  Planner, 
BLM  Uncompahgre 
Resource  Area, 
(970)  240-5309; 

Charlie  Knox, 

San  Miguel  County  Planner, 

(970)  728-3083. 


San  Miguel  Watershed  Coalition 
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Jupiter  Inlet  Assistance  Agreement 

In  Jupiter,  Florida,  BLM  has  developed  an  assistance 
agreement  with  Palm  Beach  County  to  manage  a  tract 
recently  returned  to  BLM  from  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard. 
The  tract,  which  was  included  on  Palm  Beach  County's 
List  of  Environmentally  Sensitive  Lands,  supports  19 
Federally  or  State-listed  species,  as  well  as  historic 
resources.   Under  the  agreement,  the  county  will  fully 
fund  the  initial  implementation  of  the  Jupiter  Inlet 
Coordinated  Resource  Management  Plan,  which  was 
developed  in  1 996  with  input  from  the  county,  other 
groups,  and  the  public.   BLM's  matching  funds  will  con- 
tribute to  a  management  trust  fund  for  long-term  mainte- 
nance of  natural  resources,  including  ongoing  projects 
such  as  prescribed  burns  and  exotic  plant  control  by  Palm 
Beach  County. 


Posted  sea  turtle  nesting  site  for 
the  Atlantic  loggerhead. 
Violating  the  Endangered  Species 
Act  can  result  in  stiff  penalities. 

(Photo  cvut-tcsy  of  Eastern  States  Office) 
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BLM  is  benefiting  not  only 
through  the  shared  funding 
of  the  project,  but  also 
from  having  a  local  pres- 
ence on  the  tract  and 
access  to  additional  exper- 
tise in  managing  this  rare, 
fire-dependent  plant  com- 
munity in  an  urban  set- 
ting.   Palm  Beach  County 
has  estimated  that  the 
agreement  is  saving  their 
taxpayers  $6.7  million,  the 
appraised  value  of  the  tract 
based  on  recent  county 
acquisitions.    In  addition, 
the  agreement  allows  the 
county  to  utilize  money 


available  from  a  $100  mil- 
lion bond  approved  for  the 
acquisition  and  initial 
habitat  improvement  of 
environmentally  sensitive 
lands  in  the  county.    BLM 
matching  funds  will  con- 
tribute toward  the  county's 
trust  fund  that  has  been 
established  for  the  long- 
term  management  of  the 
tract  for  which  bond 
monies  are  not  available. 
Ultimately,  Palm  Beach 
County  is  expected  to 
apply  for  a  lease  on  the 
tract  and  BLM's  manage- 
ment role  will  decline. 


Initially,  however,  this 
agreement  allows  for  one 
of  the  county's  largest 
tracts  of  Florida  coastal 
scrub  to  be  restored  and  its 
future  management 
assured. 

Contact:  Bnice  Dawson, 
District  Manager, 
BLM  Jackson  District  Office, 
(601)  977-  5400; 

Richard  Walesky,  Director, 
Palm  Beach  County 
Departmen  t  of  En  vironmen  tal 
Resources  Management. 


TO  JUPITER  ISLAND 


TO 
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TRACOASTAL  WATERS-JENSEN  BEACH 
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Florida  Panhandle  Beach-Front  Properties  Management 


BLM  manages  several  small 
beach-front  tracts  in  the 
Florida  panhandle.   BLM 
and  Walton  County  have 
worked  together  to  provide 
needed  public  access  across 
these  beach-front  proper- 
ties while  retaining  their 
natural  resource  values. 
These  tracts  generally  con- 
tain well-developed  coastal 
dunes  that  support  a  wide 
array  of  flora  and  fauna, 
including  special  status 
plants  and  nesting 
sea  turtles. 


BLM  has  leased  two  small 
beach-front  tracts  of  land 
to  the  county.   The  leases 
have  allowed  the  county  to 
provide  parking  areas,  toi- 
let facilities,  and  a  board- 
walk over  the  dunes  to  the 
beaches  for  visitors.   As 
the  population  in  Walton 
County  continues  to  grow, 
these  services  are  becom- 
ing more  important.   Two 
more  transfers  are  in 
progress.    In  addition,  the 
county  has  included  three 
of  the  four  BLM  tracts  in  a 


countywide  effort  to  install 
sand  fencing  and  plant  sea 
oats  in  areas  where  coastal 
dunes  were  devastated  by 
Hurricane  Opal  in  1995. 
The  plantings  have  taken 
hold  and  protective  coastal 
dunes  are  developing  on  all 
three  tracts. 

Contact:   Duane  Winters, 
BLM  Jackson  District  Office, 
(601)  977-5403. 
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''One  product 

that  came  out  of 

the  county  planning  efforts 

is  conservation  agreements. 

They  hold  promise 

as  a  means  of  improving 

cooperative  management 

in  the  West. '' 


IDAHO 

Rivejyvood  Habitat  Management  Area 

A  2,272  acre  ranch  near  the  southcentral  Idaho  commu- 
nity of  Richfield  had  all  the  trappings  of  failure  a  few 
years  ago.   The  ranch  had  not  been  inhabited  for  more 
than  a  decade,  buildings  were  falling  into  disrepair, 
fencing  was  dilapidated,  and  weeds  were  beginning  to 
dominate. 


The  Richfield  Puj7iphouse,  con- 
structed in  1910,  is  part  of  the 
Riverwood  Ranch  acquired  by 

BLM  in  1  995.  (Photo  councsy  of 
Idaho  State  Office) 


The  Riverwood  Ranch  (Riverwood)  reverted  to  the 
Farmers  Home  Administration  (FmPiA)  in  1985. 
Although  Riverwood  was  marketed,  no  eligible  buyers 
stepped  forward,  in  part  because  the  agency  had  deter- 
mined it  could  not  be  run  at  a  profit.   Yet  the  Riverwood 
had  obvious  attractions.   The  Little  Wood  River,  a  desert 
trout  stream,  traverses  the  property  for  more  than  6 
miles.    By  using  water  rights,  about  24  acres  of  the 
Riverwood  could  be  turned  into  a  prime  wetland,  provid- 
ing outstanding  wildlife  habitat.   Part  of  the  land  could 
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be  used  for  livestock  graz- 
ing, and  recreation  plan- 
ners also  saw  potential  for 
a  small  camping  area.   The 
view  that  the  Riverwood 
was  just  another  failed 
ranch  began  to  be  replaced 
by  a  vision  of  its  potential. 

BLM  obtained  title  to 
Riverwood  from  the 
FmHA  in  1995.   The  near- 
by community  voiced 
skepticism  at  first  about 
private  property  being 
turned  over  to  a  Federal 
agency,   but  after  meeting 
with  BLM,  the  elected  offi- 
cials from  Lincoln  County, 
the  town  of  Richfield,  and 
others  began  to  identify 
the  issues  and  start  the 
processes  for  resolving 
them. 


An  Interdisciplinary 
Management  Plan  was 
approved  in  May  1997. 
Lincoln  County  and  BLM 
have  taken  on  the  weed 
problem  with  positive 
results.    Riparian  areas 
along  the  Little  Wood 
River  will  be  protected 
with  the  goal  of  improving 
fish  habitat.    In  the  future, 
a  small  horse  facility  and 
camping  area  are  proposed 
for  development  in  cooper- 
ation with  the  town  of 
Richfield.   A  24-acre  wet- 
land project  was  completed 
in  cooperation  with  BLM, 
the  National  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Foundation, 
Ducks  Unlimited,  the 
Idaho  Department  of  Fish 
and  Game,  and  Pheasants 
Forever.   The  improved 


fish  and  wildlife  habitat 
will  draw  outdoor  sports 
enthusiasts.   BLM's  goal  is 
to  make  Riverwood  a  mul- 
tiple-use showcase,  with  an 
eye  toward  attracting  more 
visitors  and  painting  a 
brighter  future  for  a  place 
that  was  once  considered 
doomed  to  failure. 

Contact:  Joe  Russell, 
Wildlife  Biologist, 
BLM  Shoshone  Resource 
Area,  (208)  886-  7290; 

Jeny  Nance, 
Lincoln  County 
Commissioner, 
(208)  886-7641; 

Charles  Buttcane, 
Mayor  of  Richfield, 
(208)  487-2754. 
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Lemhi  Habitat  Cooperative  Planning  and 
Conservation  Agreements 


In  1992,  when  the  chinook 
salmon  was  listed  as 
threatened,  the  BLM  came 
up  with  an  array  of  man- 
agement strategies  that 
offered  fish  habitat  protec- 
tion on  pubhc  land.   These 
strategies  required  imple- 
mentation within  short 
timeframes  and  did  not 
allow  for  public  involve- 
ment. Lemhi  County 
responded  to  the  listing  by 
beginning  a  local  land-use 
planning  effort,  but  with  a 
twist:   the  county  invited 
BLM  and  other  interested 
public  and  private  entities 
to  participate.    Now,  the 
county  is  enjoying  the 
results  of  this  cooperative 
planning  work.   County 
residents  can  practice  on  a 
shooting  range  on  land  for- 
merly managed  by  BLM. 
A  new  county  landfill  is 
located  on  property  once 
held  by  BLM.    Improved 
areas  along  streams  are 
enhancing  fish  habitat. 
Recreation  opportunities 
are  growing  through  coop- 
erative projects  such  as  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  Back 
Country  Byway. 


One  product  that  came  out 
of  the  county  planning 
efforts  is  conservation 
agreements.  They  hold 
promise  as  a  means  of 
improving  cooperative 
management  in  the  West. 
The  conservation  agree- 
ments guide  management 
of  riparian  areas  within 
Lemhi  County  regardless 
of  ownership.  They  are  a 
means  of  involving  people 
in  the  establishment  of  pri- 
orities for  solving  riparian 
habitat  problems  within 
the  entire  watershed. 
Solutions  are  tailored  to 
the  specific  circumstances 
within  the  county 
Improvement  projects  on 
private  land  are  encour- 
aged through  financial 
incentives  or  a  system  of 
credits.    Use  of  incentives 
in  a  free-market  setting 
allows  these  values  to  accu- 
mulate and  be  considered 
as  marketable  commodi- 
ties.  This  is  a  unique  and 
exciting  feature  that  the 
partners  believe  will  help 
lead  to  improved  land 
stewardship. 


As  a  result  of  county  plan- 
ning, many  other  efforts 
are  presently  underway. 
County  planning  commit- 
tees are  actively  worldng 
on  public  land  access,  off 
road  vehicle  use,  manage- 
ment of  The  Lewis  and 
Clark  National  Trail, 
mountain  bike  trail  devel- 
opment, a  countywide 
weed  management  strategy, 
and  improving  road  main- 
tenance to  reduce  non- 
point  source  pollutants. 

Work  still  needs  to  be 
done  in  Lemhi  County. 
But  the  issues  that  once 
threatened  to  divide  the 
community  have  produced 
results  that  are  gratifying 
to  public  land  users,  the 
local  government.  Federal 
agencies,  and  others  who 
enjoy  and  use  the  spectac- 
ular natural  resources  of 
Lemhi  County. 

Contact:   Dave  Krosting, 
Area  Manager, 
BLM  Lemhi  Resource  Area, 
(208)  756-5410. 
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LOUISIANA 

Cooperative  Planning  Efforts 

Planning  efforts  in  Louisiana  will  be  initiated  by  BLM's 
Eastern  States  Office  through  the  Jackson  District. 
Because  most  of  the  BLM-managed  tracts  in  Louisiana 
are  located  in  unincorporated  areas,  parish  (county)  level 
governments  will  play  an  important  part  in  assessing  local 
needs  and  exploring  opportunities  for  collaboration. 


Contact:  Bnice  Dawson, 
District  Manager, 
BLM  Jackson  District  Office, 
(601)  977-  5400. 


A  i  L.  A  N  T  I  C 
OCEAN 
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Stillwater  Weed  Program 


Leafy  spurge,  one  of  the  weeds 
targeted  as  a  noxious  weed. 

(BLMfilc  photo) 


Since  1980,  BLM  and  many  county  weed  districts  have 
been  working  together  through  cooperative  agreements  in 
the  Integrated  Weed  Management  Program.   The  annual 
Stillwater  County  Plant  Management  Tour  is  an  example 
of  the  cooperative  efforts  among  BLM,  the  Stillwater 
County  weed  districts,  the  cooperative  extension  service, 
Montana  State  University,  private  landowners,  and  other 
State  and  Federal  agencies.    Experts  in  weed  management 
including  the  academic  community;  local,  State,  and 
Federal  government  agencies;  local  farmers  and  ranchers; 
and  others  work  closely  to  host  this  hands-on,  education- 
al tour.   The  purpose  of  the  annual  tour  is  to  show  the 
damage  caused  by  noxious  weeds  and  how  weeds  can  be 
successfully  controlled  through  cooperative  integrated 
weed  management  programs.    It  also  showcases  current 
local  research  efforts  aimed  at  increasing  loiowledge  of 
this  growing  concern. 
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Some  agriculture  science 
students  in  the  Stillwater 
County  high  schools  have 
been  active  participants  in 
this  program.    Four 
Columbus  High  School 
students  and  their 
Vocational-Agriculture 
instructor  were  presented  a 
Department  of  the  Interior 
Award  by  BLM's  Director 
in  1 994  for  their  work  to 
reduce  the  spread  of  leafy 
spurge  through  the  use  of 
biological  control  agents. 
This  has  been  and  contin- 
ues to  be  a  cooperative 
effort  for  the  Columbus 
students,  Montana  State 
University  the  BLM,  the 
Stillwater  County  Weed 
Management  District,  and 
others  to  disperse  the  red- 
headed beetle  and  flea  bee- 
tles, all  working  as  biologi- 
cal control  agents  on  leafy 
spurge. 

An  Absarokee  High  School 
student  has  also  worked 
with  the  Montana 
Department  of  Fish, 
Wildlife,  and  Parks,  the 
Stillwater  County  Weed 
Management  District,  and 
BLM  on  the  use  of  sheep 
to  control  leafy  spurge, 
especially  on  fishing  access 
sites  and  in  monitoring  the 


vegetation  trend  over  the 
years  from  this  practice. 
The  student  received  a 
statewide  4-H  club  award 
in  1996  for  her  talk  titled 
"The  Threat  of  Noxious 
Weeds  and  Why  It  Is 
Important  to  Stop  Their 
Spread." 

To  better  understand  the 
relationship  of  successful 
or  unsuccessful  establish- 
ment of  biological  weed 
control  agents  with  soils 
and  weather  conditions, 
the  Stillwater  Weed 
Management  District  and 
the  Montana  Weed  Trust 
Fund  purchased  a  Remote 
Automated  Weather 
Station,  which  BLM  main- 
tains.   Funding  is  provided 
by  the  BLM,  Montana 
Fish,  Wildlife,  and  Parks, 
Agricultural  Research 
Service,  County  Weed 
District,  Cooperative 


Extension  Service, 
Montana  Weed  Trust 
Fund,  and  the  high 
schools. 

This  is  an  effort  to  educate 
and  assist  in  the  Integrated 
Weed  Management 
Approach  for  the  general 
public  and  private 
landowners,  as  well  as  for 
State  and  Federal  land 
management  agencies.    It 
is  also  an  attempt  to  create 
interest  among  high  school 
students  in  the  field  of  bio- 
logical sciences  as  future 
managers  of  our  natural 
resources. 

Contact:   Hank  McNeel, 
Integrated  Weed  Management 
Specialist,  BLM  Montana 
State  Office, 
(406)  255-2931; 

Wayne  Pearson,  Stillwater 
County  Plant  Management 
Supen'isor, 
(406)  322-5334. 


Stillwater  County 
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Pompeys  Pillar  Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern 


Pompeys  Pillar,  a  registered 
national  landmark  is  man- 
aged by  BLM  as  an  Area  of 
Critical  Environmental 
Concern  (ACEC).    It  is  the 
site  of  the  only  remaining 
physical  evidence  of  the 
Lewis  and  Clark 
Expedition  in  Montana — 
the  signature  of  William 
Clark  is  etched  in  the 
sandstone  structure,  dated 
July  25,  1806.    Located 
just  20  miles  east  of 
Billings  on  the  bank  of  the 
Yellowstone  River, 
Pompeys  Pillar  offers  a 
wide  variety  of  recreational 
opportunities  such  as 
wildlife  viewing,  historic 
interpretation,  hiking 
trails,  environmental 


education,  and  scenery  for 
local  residents  and 
travelers. 

In  a  recent  partnership 
effort  between  Yellowstone 
County,  the  Pompeys  Pillar 
Interpretive  Association, 
and  BLM,  the  county 
obtained  funding  for  devel- 
opment of  a  trail  at 
Pompeys  Pillar.    Funding 
will  be  provided  by  the 
State  and  Federal 
Departments  of 
Transportation  through  the 
Intermodal  Surface 
Transportation  Efficiency 
Act  (ISTEA)  Program.   It 
will  provide  for  develop- 
ment of  a  fully  accessible 
trail  (concrete  walkway)  to 


the  Yellowstone  River  from 
the  visitor  center,  including 
an  overlook  at  the  river's 
edge  with  interpretive 
signs. 

BLM  will  design  the  pro- 
ject and  the  county  will 
take  responsibility  for  con- 
structing it.    Once  sites  are 
identified  for  the  trail  and 
picnic  areas,  the  survey 
and  design  work,  planned 
for  the  summer  of  1998, 
can  begin.   Construction  is 
then  scheduled  to  start  in 
the  fall. 

Contact:   Dick  Kodeski, 
Manager,  Pompeys  Pillar, 
BLM  Billings  Resource  Area, 
(406)238-1541. 


Pompey's  Pillar,  20  miles  east  of  Billings  on  the  Yellowstone  River,  is  the  site  of  the  only  remaining  physical 
evidence  of  the  Lev/is  and  Clark  Expedition.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Montana  stau  Offia) 
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Beaverhead  County  Community  Forum 


The  Beaverhead  County 
Commission  sponsored  an 
agreement  between  State 
and  Federal  agencies  in  the 
county  in  1994.   The  pur- 
pose of  this  Memorandum 
of  Understanding  (MOU) 
was  to  promote  a  coordi- 
nated approach  to  plan- 
ning in  Beaverhead 
County  and  to  facilitate 
better  communication  and 
understanding  of  how  each 
entity's  individual  actions 
benefit  the  area's  resources 
and  people.   The  MOU 
was  signed  by  the 
Beaverhead  County 
Commission,  BLM,  U.S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service, 
National  Park  Service, 
Forest  Service,  and 
Montana's  Department  of 
Fish,  Wildlife,  and  Parks 
and  Department  of 
Natural  Resources  and 
Conservation. 

In  May  1995,  the  partners 
created  an  Interagency 
Steering  Group  (ISG)  to 
provide  oversight  of  the 
process,  establish  planning 
area  priorities,  and  main- 
tain consistency  and  direc- 
tion. Shortly  after  the 
Beaverhead  County 
Commission  initiated  the 
MOU  with  the  major  land 
management  agencies,  it 


asked  the  Montana 
Consensus  Council  to  help 
engage  county  residents  in 
addressing  the  rapid 
changes  and  conflicts  sur- 
rounding natural  resources. 
After  a  public  workshop  in 
January  1995,  citizens  vol- 
unteered to  create  the 
Beaverhead  County 
Community  Forum,  an 
organization  devoted  to 
seeking  agreement  on  land 
use  and  growth  manage- 
ment issues  in  the  county. 
The  Forum  established 
ground  rules  that  empha- 
sized consensus  processes 
for  decisionmaking,  the 
building  of  skills  among 
participants  for  self-assess- 
ment, and  open  collabora- 
tion with  a  full  range  of 
stakeholders.   The  group 
sought  a  membership  that 
represented  key  con- 
stituencies in  the  county, 
such  as  ranchers,  business 
leaders,  and  environmental 
advocates.   They  devel- 
oped a  committed,  core 
group  of  citizens  and 
agency  personnel  that 
reflected  a  balance  of  the 
various  interest  groups 
across  the  county. 

The  Forum  has  evolved  to 
take  on  a  broad  portfolio 
of  issues  such  as  public 


lands,  social  and  economic 
assessments,  communica- 
tions, and  housing. 
Recognizing  that  the 
Beaverhead  County 
Community  Forum  could 
serve  as  a  valuable  tool  for 
expressing  citizen-based 
points  of  view  on  desired 
future  conditions  for  pub- 
lic lands,  the  Beaverhead 
ISG  charged  the  Forum 
with  the  task  of  generating 
a  "vision"  for  the  Pioneer 
Mountains  landscape  area. 
The  group  completed  their 
vision  in  late  1995,  and 
shortly  thereafter  began 
developing  parallel  prod- 
ucts to  describe  social  and 
economic  conditions  with- 
in the  county  as  well  as 
other  initiatives  to  support 
local  government's  partici- 
pation in  land  use  plan- 
ning.  The  group  under- 
stood that  it  would  also  be 
involved  in  additional 
vision  exercises  for  other 
landscape  areas  that  fall 
within  Beaverhead  County. 

Contact:   Rich  Maggio, 
Land  Use  Specialist, 
BLM  Dillon  Resource  Area, 
(406)  683-2337; 

Rick  Hartz, 

Beaverhead  County  Planner, 

(406)  683-4868. 


NEVADA 

Carson  City  Urban  Interface  Plan 
Amendment 

BLM  and  the  city  and  county  of  Carson  City  were  part  of 
a  pioneering  joint  land-use  planning  effort  addressing 
management  of  public  and  private  lands  in  Carson  City. 
BLM  contributed  expertise  in  natural  resource  manage- 
ment and  environmental  assessment,  while  Carson  City 
contributed  expertise  in  public  involvement  and 
infrastructure. 


For  the  Carson  City  Urban 
Intejface  Plan  area,  the 
partners  developed  a  shared 
vision  of  how  their  public  and 
private  lands  should  be  managed 
and  defined  the  boundaries 
appropriate  for  urban  inteiface 
management  actions.  (Photo  cowtay 

of  Carson  City  Field  Office) 


In  developing  the  plan,  BLM  and  Carson  City  defined 
boundaries  appropriate  for  urban  interface  management 
actions.   They  developed  a  shared  vision  of  how  those 
lands  should  be  managed  through  an  extensive  public 
involvement  process  that  included  12  joint  BLM/Carson 
City  public  meetings  and  another  10  Technical  Advisory 
Committee  meetings  that  coordinated  efforts  with  other 


37 


Federal  and  State  of 
Nevada  agencies  and 
adjoining  local  jurisdic- 
tions.  This  shared  vision 
included  managing  public 
lands  to  enhance  the  quali- 
ty of  life  for  Carson  City 
residents  by  preserving 
open  space  and  providing 
State  and  local  agencies 
with  the  lands  needed  to 
develop  community  infra- 
structure, including  the 
Highway  395  bypass, 
school  sites,  and  new  park 
and  recreation  facilities. 
These  activities  were 
strongly  supported  by  the 


public.   The  plan  amend- 
ment was  approved  by  the 
Carson  City/County  Board 
of  Supervisors  on  July  10, 
1996,  andbyBLMon 
October  11,  1996. 

Since  the  plan  was  com- 
pleted, it  has  received 
international  recognition. 
A  delegation  from 
Shandong  Province, 
Peoples  Republic  of  China, 
visited  Nevada  to  learn 
cooperative  intergovern- 
mental relations  in  land 
use  planning  as  related  to 
the  plan  amendment.    In 


addition,  the  American 
Planning  Association 
issued  Carson  City  and 
BLM  an  award  for  excel- 
lence in  planning  for  this 
effort. 

Contact:  David  Loomis, 
Environmental  Planner, 
BLM  Carson  City 
Field  Office, 
(702)  885-6149; 

Rob  Joiner,  city  and  county 
of  Carson  City, 
(702)  887-2180. 
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Carson  City  Urban  Interface 
Plan  Amendment 


County  Line 

Plan  Amendment  Area 

Public  lands  available 
for  exchange 


Public  lands  to  be 
retained  in  public 
ownership  for 
open  space 


Public  lands 
available  for 
State/Local  agenicies 
for  recreation/ 
public  purposes 


Homestake  Mining  Project 


The  foundation  was  laid 
for  an  important  coopera- 
tive effort  between  BLM's 
Battle  Mountain  District, 
Eureka  County,  State  and 
local  agencies,  and  the 
Homestake  Mining 
Company  in  late  1995. 
This  cooperative  effort 
began  with  Homestake 
Mining  Company's  propos- 
al to  locate  a  696-acre 
open-pit  gold  mine  less 
than  a  mile  northwest  of 
the  town  of  Eureka,  on 
land  managed  by  ELM. 
The  proximity  of  the  pro- 
posed mine  to  the  town  of 
Eureka,  listed  on  the 


National  Register  of 
Historic  Places,  and  its  vis- 
ibility from  Highway  50, 
created  many  issues  of 
public  and  regulatory  con- 
cern.   BLM  determined 
that  an  environmental 
impact  statement  (EIS)  of 
the  proposal  would  be  nec- 
essary for  compliance  with 
the  National  Environmental 
Policy  Act  (NEPA). 

A  partnership  was  formal- 
ized between  BLM  and 
Eureka  County  in  March 
1996  when  the  chairman 
of  the  Eureka  County 
Commissioners  and  the 


BLM's  Battle  Mountain 
District  Manager  signed  a 
Memorandum  of 
Understanding  (MOU). 

Eureka  County  appointed 
a  special  committee  to 
work  with  BLM  and  the 
Homestake  Mining 
Company.   Although  one 
Eureka  County  representa- 
tive was  designated  as 
BLM's  primary  contact, 
the  special  committee 
worked  as  a  team,  actively 
participating  in  all  phases 
of  the  EIS  preparation. 
This  involvement  included 
reviewing  all  draft  and 


Ore  conveyors  and  cmshing  system  at  mine.  Hie  Homestake  Mining  Project  is  considered  a  success  in  environ- 
mental consensus  building.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Battle  Moimtam  District  Office) 
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final  documents,  providing 
timely  and  specific  com- 
ments, attending  meetings, 
and  assisting  in  the  devel- 
opment of  mitigation  mea- 
sures.  The  Nevada 
Division  of  Wildlife  and 
the  State  Historic 
Preservation  Office  were 
cooperating  agencies  in  the 
permitting  effort  as  well. 
Many  meetings  were  held 
throughout  the  process 


and  feasible  alternatives  to 
the  proposed  action  were 
formulated.   Approval  of 
Homestake's  plan  of  opera- 
tion was  granted  on 
February  3,  1997. 

The  project  is  considered 
to  be  a  success  in  environ- 
mental consensus  building. 
Eureka  County  and  all  par- 
ticipants were  willing  to 
communicate  in  a  positive 


way,  to  learn  how  the 
NEPA  process  works,  and 
to  offer  their  time  and 
expertise  in  a  manner  that 
was  crucial  to  the  success- 
ful permitting  of  the 
project. 

Contact:   Gerald  M.  Smith, 
District  Manager, 
BLM  Battle  Mountain 
Field  Office, 
(702)  635-4000; 

Mike  Protani, 

Homestake  Mining  Company, 

(702)  237-7048; 

Lenny  Fiorenzi, 
Eureka  County, 
(702)  237-5372; 

Roiy  Lamp,  Nevada 
Division  of  Wildlife, 
(702)  738-5332; 

Scott  Brooks  Miller, 
State  Historic 
Preservation  Office, 
(702)  687-760 L 
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Tri-County  Pai^nership 


Lincoln,  Nye,  and  White 
Pine  Counties,  the  BLM, 
and  the  Humboh-Toiyabe 
National  Forest  signed  a 
Memorandum  of 
Understanding  (MOU)  in 
1997  to  improve  coopera- 
tion, consultation,  and 
coordination  in  managing 
the  public  lands.   The 
MOU  provides  for  joint 
participation  in  planning, 
decisionmaldng,  data  shar- 
ing, and  development  of 
supplemental  agreements 
to  affect  sustainable  eco- 
nomic communities  and 
healthy  ecosystems. 

The  relationship  grew  after 
a  tri-county  forum  among 
the  parties.   BLM  hosted 
the  first  meeting  in  the  fall 
of  1995.    Subsequent 
quarterly  meetings  further 
improved  communication. 


respect,  and  trust. 
Participants  adopted  the 
strategies  of  active  listen- 
ing, openness  in  discussing 
concerns,  acceptance  of 
criticism,  and  an  emphasis 
on  improving  business 
practices  and  customer  ser- 
vice.  The  focus  was  on 
meeting  local  needs  while 
pursuing  legislative  and 
regulatory  mandates.   The 
counties  now  host  the 
meetings  on  a  rotating 
basis. 

Two  years  ago,  these  coun- 
ties were  actively  challeng- 
ing Federal  agency  authori- 
ty to  administer  the  public 
lands.   All  parties  under- 
stand that  there  may  not 
be  agreement  on  all  issues, 
but  the  right  to  discuss 
points  of  disagreement  is 
critical  if  the  best  interests 


of  the  public  are  to  be 
served.   This  MOU  docu- 
ments an  improved  spirit 
of  mutual  respect,  trust, 
and  cooperation. 

Contact:  Gene  Kolhnan, 
District  Manager, 
BLM  Ely  Field  Office, 
(702)289-1800; 

Monica  J.  Schwalbach, 
Assistant  Forest  Supervisor, 
Humholt-Toiyabe 
National  Forest; 

Edward  E.  Wright, 

Chaiiman, 

Lincoln  County  Commission; 

Richard  Cairer,  Chaiiman, 

Nye  County  Commission; 

Carol  O.  McKenzie, 

Chaiiynan, 

WJiite  Pine  County 

Commission. 
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Water  Canyon  Recreation  Area 


Water  Canyon  is  located  in 
northeastern  Humboldt 
County,  just  2  miles  from 
the  city  of  Winnemucca. 
The  perennial  stream  with 
Cottonwood  trees  and 
chokecherry  bushes  lining 
the  water  course  is  a  popu- 
lar recreation  area  with 
local  residents.   They  use 
the  area  for  fishing,  camp- 
ing, hildng,  horseback  rid- 
ing, picnicldng,  hunting, 
and  other  outdoor 
activities. 

Recently,  BLM  acquired 
some  private  land, 
enabling  it  to  manage  the 
area  as  one  comprehensive 
unit.   BLM,   Humboldt 
County,  and  the  city 
agreed  to  create  a  plan  to 
provide  for  joint  manage- 
ment of  the  area.   The  pri- 
mary goal  of  the  agree- 
ment and  the  subsequent 
plan  is  to  protect  the  sur- 
face and  subsurface  water 
quality.   Other  goals  are  to 
provide  recreation  oppor- 
tunities and  to  preserve 
wildlife  habitat,  trees, 
grassy  meadows,  and  ripar- 
ian areas.   The  manage- 
ment plan  was  developed 
in  close  coordination  with 


the  city  and  county.   All 
relevant  National 
Environmental  Policy  Act 
(NEPA)  documents  were 
completed. 

BLM  will  install  and  main- 
tain facilities  such  as 
camping  and  picnicldng 
areas  and  most  roads  and 
trails,  provide  an  interpre- 
tative program  that  might 
include  an  interpretive 
brochure  and  a  signed  foot 
trail,  arrange  for  a  seasonal 
caretaker  (budget  permit- 
ting), and  develop  a  plan 
with  Winnemucca  to  han- 
dle litter  collection  and 
tree  planting.    Humboldt 
County  will  provide  com- 
munication equipment  for 
the  caretaker,  maintain  the 
main  road,  and  may  pro- 
vide assistance  and/or 
funding  for  the  design, 
construction,  and  mainte- 
nance of  facilities. 

A  citizen's  advisory  group, 
composed  of  invited  mem- 
bers of  resource  user 
groups  and  all  interested 
members  of  the  public, 
provided  input  during  the 
formation  of  the  manage- 
ment plan  along  with  the 


partners  and  the  Nevada 
Division  of  Wildlife. 
Numerous  public  meetings 
were  held  and  many  pre- 
sentations on  the  planning 
process  were  made. 

Implementation  of  the 
plan  has  begun.   A  gate 
has  been  placed  to  restrict 
vehicle  use  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  watershed 
during  the  wet  winter  and 
early  spring  months  to  pro- 
tect the  watershed.    Law 
enforcement  patrols  are 
frequently  made  by 
Humboldt  County  and 
BLM.   Among  actions  yet 
to  be  taken  are  restricting 
vehicles  to  existing  roads 
and  trails  and  the  develop- 
ment of  five  short-term 
camping  sites  and  up  to  30 
picnic  sites. 

Contact:  Michael  R.  HolbeH, 
Associate  District  Manager, 
BLM  Winnemucca 
Field  Office, 
(702)  623-1500; 

Board  of  County 
Commissioners, 
Humboldt  County; 
Winnemucca  City  Council, 
City-County  Complex. 
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NEW  MEXICO 

BLM/Otero  County  Partnership 

BLM  and  the  Otero  County  Public  Land  Users  Advisory 
Council  (PLUAC)  work  closely  together  to  resolve  issues 
involving  public  and  private  lands.   The  Council  is  com- 
posed of  elected  county  officials,  local  ranchers,  environ- 
mentalists, and  business  people.   This  evolving  partner- 
ship has  become  an  effective  problem-solving  work  group 
that  also  evaluates  proposed  land  management  projects. 
If  proposals  are  found  to  have  merit,  the  Council  refers 
them  to  the  County  Commission  for  action.   The  BLM 
attends  Council  meetings  on  a  regular  basis  to  update 
members  on  project  status  and  activities.   Other  counties 
in  southwestern  New  Mexico  are  being  encouraged  to 
adopt  this  model  and  create  similar  work  groups.    Specific 
examples  of  cooperative  efforts  between  BLM  and  the 
Otero  County  PLUAC  include: 

Three  Rivers  Petroglyph  Site 

One  of  the  largest  and  most  interesting  rock  art  sites  in  the 
Southwest  is  the  Three  Rivers  Petroglyph  Site  in  southcen- 


At  Three  Rivers,  the  prehistoric 
Jornada  Mogollon  people  caiTcd 
over  21,000  petroglyphs,  such  as 
this  representation  of  a  fish. 

(Photo  by  Russell  Luminus,  Las  Cnices 
District) 
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tral  New  Mexico.  The 
basaltic  ridge  rising  above 
the  Three  Rivers  valley  con- 
tains more  than  2 1 ,000  pet- 
roglyphs,  including  masks, 
sunbursts,  wildlife,  hand 
prints,  and  geometric 
designs.   Every  year,  more 
than  20,000  visitors  picnic 
at  the  site  and  hike  one  of 
two  trails  to  view  the 
petroglyphs. 

In  recent  years,  erosion  has 
damaged  the  walldng  trail 
and  the  access  road,  expos- 
ing the  nearby  ancient  vil- 
lage on  the  banks  of  Three 
Rivers  Creek  where  the  cre- 
ators of  the  petroglyphs  are 


assumed  to  have  dwelt. 
BLM  and  Otero  County 
have  joined  forces  to  rebuild 
the  access  road.  A  local 
ranch  provided  gravel;  the 
county  provided  heavy 
equipment,  engineering  and 
operational  expertise;  and 
BLM  completed  the  cultur- 
al and  environmental  clear- 
ances needed  to  begin  the 
work. 

Socorro  County 
Access  Project 

The  BLM  Socorro  Resource 
Area,  the  Forest  Service 
Magdalena  Ranger  District, 
and  the  County  of  Socorro 
have  pledged  mutual  sup- 


port to  identify  legal  access 
to  public  lands  in  Socorro 
County.    They  plan  to 
identify  access  roads 
through  a  road 
inventory/mapping  geo- 
graphic information  system 
(CIS)  project. 
Socorro  County  is  com- 
prised of  4,292,890  acres 
and  is  estimated  to  be 
crossed  by  more  than  3,200 
miles  of  public  roads.  A 
CIS  road  inventory  is 
underway  using  BLM  global 
positioning  system  (GPS) 
equipment,  the  Bureau's 
CIS,  and  the  expertise  of 
personnel  in  all  three  agen- 
cies.  Personnel  from  the 


A  BLM  Socorro  Field  Office  Realty  Specialist  uses  GPS  to  collect  road  data.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Somnv  FieM  Office) 
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agencies  have  already  driven 
many  miles  to  gather  data 
for  the  inventory. 

Once  the  roads  have  been 
identified,  verified,  and 
entered  into  GIS,  the  coop- 
erating agencies  will  identify 
where  legal  access  is  needed. 
All  three  agencies  will  be 
able  to  label  and  track  the 
location  of  roads,  route 
deviations,  characteristics, 
and  determine  maintenance 
schedules.  The  administra- 
tion of  public-service-orient- 
ed programs  will  become 
much  simpler.   Data  will  be 
shared  between  the  agencies 


and  also  with  the  general 
public. 

Noxious  Weeds 

A  Memorandum  of 
Understanding  (MOU)  has 
been  drafted  to  coordinate 
the  management  of  noxious 
weeds  on  public  and  private 
lands  in  Otero  County 
between  a  group  of  private, 
county,  State,  and  Federal 
agencies.  The  intent  is  to 
manage,  prevent,  and  eradi- 
cate, whenever  possible, 
plants  designated  as  noxious 
by  the  County 
Commissioners,  with  the 
consensus  of  the  responsible 


land  management  agency 
officials.  The  Otero  Soil 
and  Water  Conservation 
District  leads  this  effort  for 
the  Otero  County 
Commission.  The 
Commission  has  committed 
$10,000  toward  getting  the 
program  started.   BLM's 
Las  Cruces  District  will  pro- 
vide $5,000  in  herbicides, 
an  environmental  assess- 
ment, and  the  required 
paperwork. 

Contact:  Jane  Fanner, 
Computer  Specialist, 
BLM  Socoiro  Resource  Area, 
(505)  835-0412. 


Save  Our  Bosque  Task  Force 


The  BLM,  Socorro  County, 
the  city  of  Socorro,  and 
numerous  other  public  and 
private  entities  formed  the 
Save  Our  Bosque  Task 
Force  to  restore  and 
enhance  the  riparian  areas 
adjacent  to  the  Rio 
Grande.    Before  forming 
the  task  force,  Socorro 
County  and  BLM  continu- 
ally struggled  with  the 
problems  of  illegal  trash 
dumping  along  the  River 
and  excessive  partying  and 


littering  by  local  teenagers. 
The  first  clean-up  effort  in 
1992,  lasting  all  summer, 
removed  9,000  cubic  yards 
of  garbage. 

Once  the  task  force 
formed,  it  pooled  its 
resources  and  began  an 
extensive  clean-up  initia- 
tive, followed  by  the  devel- 
opment of  an  interpretive 
trail  system  and  recreation 
facilities.   The  first  of  six 
segments  of  the  trail  sys- 


tem, the  Socorro  Nature 
Area,  was  dedicated  in 
April  1997.    It  is  a  2-mile 
long  interpretive  trail  with 
30  numbered  sites  educat- 
ing visitors  about  the  ripar- 
ian vegetation,  the  river, 
and  the  culture  of  the  Rio 
Grande.   The  trail  passes 
an  aquatic  interpretive 
pond  complete  with  an 
observation  deck.   Just 
beyond  the  trail  is  an 
amphitheater  with  a  capac- 
ity of  150.   The  area  also 
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provides  two  parking  lots, 
picnic  areas,  a  covered 
group  shelter,  and  12 
primitive  campsites. 

Work  on  the  second  seg- 
ment, the  Socorro  Riverine 
Park,  began  in  the  summer 
of  1997.   It  will  be  linked 
to  the  Socorro  Nature  Area 
by  a  5 -mile  hildng,  bildng, 
and  horseback  riding  trail. 
A  group  of  15  youths, 
including  5  from  Socorro's 


summer  youth  program, 
have  been  hired  to  build 
the  trail. 

Work  on  the  Escondida 
Lake  segment  will  begin  in 
the  fall  of  1997.   The 
Lake,  situated  half  way 
between  the  Riverine  Park 
and  the  Nature  Area,  will 
be  made  about  twice  its 
present  size.    Recreation 
facilities  around  the  Lake 
will  be  redeveloped  and 


managed  by  Socorro 
County.    Interpretive  signs 
will  be  posted  to  educate 
visitors  in  much  the  same 
way  as  for  the  Nature 
Area. 

Contact:    Wes  Anderson, 
BLM  Socoiro  Resource  Area, 
(505)  835-0412; 

Joseph  Vallejos,  Socorro 
County  Manager, 
(505)  835-3265. 


City  of  Socorro/Middle  Rio  Grande 
Conservancy  District  Riverine  Parks 
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Environmental  Impact  Statement  for  Standards  and  Guidelines 


BLM  and  New  Mexico's 
Lieutenant  Governor 
Walter  Bradley  signed  a 
"first-of-its-  Idnd" 
Memorandum  of 
Understanding  (MOU)  in 
1997  to  work  together 
with  counties  on  a  BLM 
environmental  impact 
statement  (EIS)  for  New 
Mexico's  standards  and 
guidelines.   New  Mexico's 
Resource  Advisory  Council 
has  worked  to 
develop  public  health  stan- 
dards and  livestock  grazing 
guidelines  since  1995,  and 
in  October  1996,  made  its 
recommendations  to  BLM. 
BLM  decided  to  take  them 


forward  in  the  form  of  a 
statewide  EIS. 

New  Mexico  member 
counties  asked  to  coordi- 
nate county  participation 
in  the  National 
Environmental  Policy  Act 
(NEPA)  assessment 
process.    BLM  invited 
every  county  in  New 
Mexico  to  participate,  and 
nine  agreed  to  work  as 
"cooperating  agencies"  on 
the  project.   These  include 
Catron,  Chaves,  Eddy, 
Grant,  Hidalgo,  Lincoln, 
Luna,  Otero,  and  Sierra 
Counties. 


The  counties  will  provide 
specialized  and  local  infor- 
mation, particularly  regard- 
ing custom  and  culture, 
from  their  localities  for  the 
EIS.   The  precedent-setting 
agreement  spells  out  that 
BLM,  the  State  of  New 
Mexico,  the  counties  of 
New  Mexico,  and  the 
Navajo  Nation  will  work 
together  on  the  EIS. 

Contact:  J.W.  Wliitney, 
Environmental  Specialist, 
BLM  New  Mexico 
State  Office, 
(505)  438-7438. 
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Without 

control  measures y 

leafy  spurge  will 

dominate  the  landscape 

in  a  matter  of 

a  few  years/' 


NORTH  DAICOTA 

McHemy  County  Insectary 

An  insectary,  a  haven  for  the  keeping  or  rearing  of  Hving 
insects,  was  established  on  a  40-acre  parcel  of  BLM- 
administered  public  land  in  McHenry  County.    BLM,  the 
McHenry  County  Weed  Board,  and  the  county  extension 
agent  work  together  to  manage  the  insectary,  including 
collecting  and  distributing  flea  beetles  to  regions  with 
leafy  spurge  infestation.   The  county  extension  agent, 
who  is  directly  responsible  for  the  insectary,  also  uses  the 
site  for  weed-control  tours  and  workshops. 


Working  in  afield  infested  with 
leafy  spurge  at  the  McHenry 
County  Insectaiy.  Leafy  spurge 
is  one  of  the  leading  noxious 
weeds  in  the  Northwest  and 

upper  Midwest.   (Plwto  amncsy  of 
Montium  State  Office) 


In  1989,  several  hundred  flea  beetles  were  released  in  an 
area  that  was  heavily  infested  by  the  noxious  weed,  leafy 
spurge.  Leafy  spurge  has  become  one  of  the  leading  nox- 
ious weeds  in  the  upper  Midwest,  the  Northwest,  and  the 
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adjoining  Canadian 
Provinces.  The  flea  beetles, 
an  important  biological 
control  agent  that  feeds  on 
the  spurge,  have  now 
spread  over  about  5  acres 
as  they  continue  to  repro- 
duce and  devour  the  leafy 
spurge.   They  have  the 
ability  to  reduce  a  dense 


stand  of  spurge  down  to  3 
to  5  percent  of  the  plant's 
composition.   As  the 
spurge  population  goes 
down,  so  does  the  popula- 
tion of  flea  beetles. 
Without  control  measures, 
leafy  spurge  will  dominate 
the  landscape  in  a  matter 
of  a  few  years. 


Contact:   Don  Rufledt, 
Natural  Resource  Specialist, 
BLM  Dakotas  District  Office, 
(701)225-9148; 

Mike  Rose,  McHeniy  County 
Extension  Agent, 
(701)  537-5405. 


McHenry  County 
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Bowman  County  Low -Water  Crossing 


A  low-water  crossing  of  the 
Little  Missouri  River  was 
recently  approved  in 
Bowman  County.   The 
nearest  all-season  crossing, 
located  about  10  miles 
north  at  Marmarth, 
requires  a  lengthy  trip  and 
a  significant  investment  of 
time  to  cover  the  short  dis- 
tance from  one  side  of  the 
river  to  the  other. 

The  project  is  a  coopera- 
tive effort  between 


Bowman  County,  BLM, 
Burlington  Resources,  Inc., 
and  Continental 
Resources,  Inc.    Burlington 
Resources  and  Continental 
Resources  provided  the 
funding  along  with  a  con- 
tribution from  the  county. 
County  Commissioners 
also  reviewed  the  engineer- 
ing company's  design. 
Both  the  engineering  com- 
pany and  BLM  conducted 
a  "scoping  phase."  The 
State  Water  Commission 


worked  closely  with  the 
U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  in  the  issuance 
of  the  404  Permit,  while 
BLM  processed  the  envi- 
ronmental assessment  and 
issued  the  right-of-way 
grant. 

The  low-water  crossing 
unites  previously  discon- 
nected areas  of  oil  field 
development  where  high 
levels  of  exploration  and 
development  activity  con- 


Bowman  County 
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tinue.    Completion  of  the 
crossing  will  mean  a  signif- 
icant reduction  of  commer- 
cial traffic  and  associated 
deterioration  of  county 
roads.    Public  support  was 
extremely  high  because  the 
crossing  will  save  ranchers, 
farmers,  and  oil  workers 


many  miles  each  year  as 
they  carry  out  their  work. 
Construction  of  the  cross- 
ing began  in  the  fall  of 
1996  and  is  still  ongoing. 

Contact:   Don  Rufledt, 
Natural  Resource  Specialist, 
and  Linda  Gisvold, 


Realty  Specialist, 

BLM  Dakotas  District  Office, 

(701)  225-9148; 

Dan  Brosz,  Engineer, 
Brosz  Engineering, 
representing  Bowman  County. 


Low-water  crossing  construction  on  the  Little  Missouri  River,  Bowman  County.  Completion  of  the  crossing 
will  mean  a  significant  reduction  of  commercial  traffic  and  associated  deterioration  of  county  roads. 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Montana  State  Office) 
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OREGON 

Regional  Problem  Solving  Program 
Pilot  Project 


Wildland  fire  hazard  is  one  of 
the  rural  development  issues 
facing  Deschutes  County. 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Oregon  State  Office) 


Deschutes  County  is  facing  issues  attributed  to  poor  rural 
development  from  the  1950s  through  the  1960s,  which 
existed  prior  to  State  land  use  planning  laws.  These  issues 
include  wildland  fire  hazard,  land  exchange  opportunities, 
wildlife  protection,  groundwater  protection,  and  sewage 
disposal.   The  problem  is  greatest  in  southern  Deschutes 
County,  which  is  the  second  fastest  growing  area  in 
Oregon  and  will  soon  be  the  1 0th  most  populated  area  in 
the  State. 

Southern  Deschutes  County  was  designated  by  the 
Oregon  Department  of  Land  Conservation  and 
Development  as  a  pilot  project  for  the  Regional  Problem 
Solving  Program.   A  county  responsibility  in  the  program 
is  to  encourage  participation  among  local.  State,  and 
Federal  agencies,  and  private  and  public  organizations. 
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The  participants  will  work 
to  develop  solutions  to  the 
rural  development  issues. 
BLM's  Prineville  District  is 
an  active  participant  in  the 
program. 

During  the  year  the 
Regional  Problem  Solving 
Program  has  been  funded, 
BLM  has  provided  infor- 
mation for  the  alternatives 
developed  as  part  of  the 


project  and  included  pro- 
ject direction  for  consider- 
ation in  upcoming 
Resource  Management 
Plans.   Upon  completion 
of  the  project,  BLM  will 
have  agreements  with 
other  agencies  for  com- 
bined approaches  to  pro- 
tection of  wildlife  and 
groundwater.    Exchanges 
will  be  proposed  that 
match  land  parcels  to  the 


goals  of  the  diverse  agen- 
cies, including  BLM 
resource  direction. 

Contact:  Ron  Wortman, 
BLM  Prineville  District, 
(541)416-6709; 

Deirdre  Malarkey, 
Deschutes  County 
Project  Coordinator, 
(541)  388-6575. 
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Cooperative  Management  Agreement 


The  Chickahominy 
Reservoir/Recreation  Site, 
located  34  miles  west  of 
Burns,  was  developed  by 
the  BLM  and  is  coopera- 
tively managed  by  the 
Burns  District,  Harney 
County,  and  the  Oregon 
Department  of  Fish  and 
Wildlife  (ODFW).  A 
Cooperative  Management 
Agreement  with  ODFW 
and  Harney  County  has 
been  signed  to  manage  the 
area  and  provide  funds  and 
materials  to  upgrade  the 
site  and  protect  resource 
values.    BLM  is  responsible 
for  managing  the  recre- 


ation site  and  providing 
facility  improvements  and 
maintenance;  Harney 
County  is  responsible  for 
providing  manpower  and 
equipment  for  construc- 
tion and  maintenance  of 
roads  and  parldng  areas; 
and  ODFW  is  responsible 
for  managing  the  fishery 
and  the  majority  of  shore- 
line, and  also  for  providing 
materials  for  fencing  and 
signs. 

Recent  joint  construction 
activities  included  comple- 
tion of  an  1 8-campsite 
addition  to  the  camp- 


ground.   Harney  County 
furnished  the  gravel  and 
provided  specialized  con- 
struction equipment. 
Contributions  on  the  part 
of  BLM  included  design 
and  layout,  purchase  and 
installation  of  picnic 
tables,  fire  rings,  drilling  of 
a  new  drinldng  water  well, 
and  installation  of  a  new 
toilet  with  handicap 
access. 

Contact:    Cody  Hansen, 
TJtree  Rivers  Area  Manager, 
BLM  Bunts  District, 
(541)  573-  4474. 


Chickahominy  Rcsen'oir/ Recreation  Site.  Recent  joint  construction  activities  included  an  1 8-campsite  addition 

to  the  campground.   (Photo  cowtcsy  of  Oregon  State  Office) 
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Deschutes  County  Development  Assistance 


Deschutes  County  is  one 
of  the  fastest  growing 
counties  in  Oregon.    It  is 
located  in  Central  Oregon 
just  east  of  the  Cascade 
Mountains.    Major  popula- 
tion centers  include  the 
Cities  of  Bend,  Redmond, 
and  Sisters.    Bend  is  the 
county  seat  and  serves  as  a 
major  trade  and  medical 
center  for  the  adjacent 
counties  of  Jefferson, 
Crook,  and  the  northern 
portion  of  IGamath 
County.   Keeping  pace 
with  area  developments 
and  maintaining  the  rural 


lifestyle  and  associated 
outdoor  opportunities  is  a 
constant  challenge.   The 
county  needs  sufficient 
lands  for  population  and 
infrastructure,  while  sup- 
porting the  surrounding 
large  Federal  blocks  on 
which  much  of  the  local 
economy  is  based. 

For  the  last  30  years, 
Deschutes  County  and  the 
BLM's  Prineville  District 
have  had  an  active 
exchange  program  to  pro- 
vide lands  for  community 
expansion  purposes.   The 


most  recent  example  is  the 
Cline  Falls  exchange.   As  a 
result  of  this  exchange, 
BLM  received  lands  along 
the  Deschutes  River  near 
the  Wild  and  Scenic 
Corridor,  which  has  his- 
toric and  recreational  val- 
ues.   Deschutes  County,  in 
return,   will  obtain  lands 
for  industrial  expansion 
and  for  future  county  fair- 
grounds expansions. 

Contact:  Phil  Patemo, 
BLM  Prineville  District, 
(541)416-6724. 
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SOUTH  DAICOTA 

Bear  Butte  Creek  Channel  Stabilization 
and  Flood  Control  Study 


One  goal  of  the  Bear  Butte 
Creek  Stabiliation  Project  is  to 
improve  bed  and  hank  stahility 
to  help  resolve  flooding  problems. 

(Photo  coio'tcsy  of  Montana  State  Office) 


Severe  flooding  on  Bear  Butte  Creek  continues  to  be  a 
problem  for  the  city  of  Sturgis,  downstream  landowners, 
and  BLM's  Fort  Meade  Recreation  Area.    Floods  not  only 
cause  water  damage,  but  they  also  cause  severe  erosion 
and  deposit  large  amounts  of  debris  and  boulders  in  the 
channel.   This  in  turn  damages  the  local  infrastructure 
(e.g.,  streets,  sewers)  as  well  as  private  homes 
and  businesses. 

In  an  effort  to  solve  the  flooding  problems,  the  BLM,  city 
of  Sturgis,  Meade  County  Commission,  South  Dakota 
Departments  of  Transportation  and  Game,  Fish  and 
Parks,  Meade  46-1  School  District,  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
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Engineers,  and  Natural 
Resource  Conservation 
Service  jointly  engaged  in 
a  flood  control  study  in 
1995.   The  goal  was  to 
And  ways  to  improve  bed 
and  bank  stability,  fisheries 
habitat,  and  100-year 
flood  capacity. 

BLM  has  already  gathered 
survey  data,  conducted 


aerial  photography,  ana- 
lyzed the  data,  and  for- 
warded the  analysis  to  the 
Corps  of  Engineers  for  fur- 
ther study.   Once  the  study 
is  completed,  a  financial 
implementation  plan  will 
be  prepared  that  will  iden- 
tify financing  capabilities 
and  opportunities  for 
resolving  the  flooding 
problems. 


Contact:  Tom  Steger, 
Area  Manager,  BLM  South 
Dakota  Resource  Area, 
(605)  892-  2526; 

Neal  Rowett,  Meade 
County  Commissioner, 
(605)  347-2360. 


Meade  County 
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Foi^  Meade  Recreation  Area  Weed  Control  Project 


BLM  and  the  Meade 
County  Weed  Board  have 
entered  into  a  contract  for 
control  of  noxious  weeds 
in  the  6,700-acre  Fort 
Meade  Recreation  Area. 
The  goal  of  the  ongoing 
project  is  to  both  control 
and  eradicate  weeds  at  this 
popular  recreation  site. 

Leafy  spurge  and  Canadian 
thistle  are  the  primary 
problem  weeds.   The 
spurge  has  been  contained 
to  less  than  a  dozen  small 
spots,  while  the  thistle 
seems  to  be  increasing 
slowly.   BLM  has  been 
spot-treating  the  weeds 
with  chemicals,  which  will 
continue  on  small  patches 


of  land.   A  biocontrol 
release  will  also  be  used  on 
Canadian  thistle  in  one 
area.    BLM  is  funding  the 
Weed  Board's  activities. 

The  Fort  Meade 
Recreation  Area  is  located 
on  the  northeastern  edge 
of  the  Black  Hills.   The 
southern  half  contains 
stands  of  Ponderosa  pine 
interspersed  with  hard- 
wood draws  and  several 
meandering  streams.   The 
northern  half  is  rolling 
grassland.   The  lands  bor- 
dering the  area  are  owned 
by  the  Federal  govern- 
ment, the  State,  the  city  of 
Sturgis,  and  private 
landowners. 


A  variety  of  resource-based 
recreational  opportunities 
can  be  pursued  at  the  Fort 
Meade  Recreation  Area. 
These  include  hunting, 
fishing,  horseback  riding, 
hildng,  camping,  bird- 
watching,  bicycling,  pic- 
nicldng,  winter  sports, 
sightseeing,  pleasure  dri- 
ving on  a  national  Back 
Country  Byway,  and  a 
range  for  shooting  muzzle- 
loading  rifles. 

Contact:  Tom  Steger, 
Area  Manager,  BLM  South 
Dakota  Resource  Area, 
(605)  892-  2526; 

Gary  Ness,  Meade  County, 
(605)  347-2436. 
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Fort  Meade  Recreation  Area.  The  goal  of  the  project  is  to  control  and  eradicate  weeds  at  this  popular 

recreation  site.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Montana  State  Office) 


59 


''The  Partnership 

seeks  eompatihility 

with  eommunity 

development  goals 

to  provide  for  social 

and  economic  needs 

without  causing 

undue  harm  to  the  integrity 

of  natural  systems. '' 


UTAH 

Canyon  Country  Partnership 

In  southeastern  Utah,  members  of  the  Canyon  Country 
Partnership  are  working  together  to  coordinate  land  use 
planning  and  management  activities  where  agency  bound- 
aries meet  or  overlap.   The  Partnership  also  seeks  compat- 
ibility with  community  development  goals  to  provide  for 
social  and  economic  needs  without  causing  undue  harm 
to  the  integrity  of  natural  systems. 


Wilson  Arch  in  the  Monh  area. 

(Photo  by  Kelly  Rigby.  Utah  State  Office) 


Partners  include  the  BLM;  Grand,  Emery,  and  Carbon 
Counties;  Forest  Service;  National  Park  Service;  Utah 
Division  of  Parks  and  Recreation;  Utah  Office  of  Planning 
and  Budget;  Utah  Division  of  Oil,  Gas  and  Mining;  Utah 
Department  of  Transportation;  Utah  School  and 
Institutional  Trust  Lands  Administration;  Utah  Division 
of  Wildlife  Resources;  and  Utah  Division  of  Forestry,  Fire, 
and  State  Lands. 
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The  Partnership  focuses  on 
scientific  analysis  of  the 
short-  and  long-term 
effects  of  management 
decisions,  data  standards 
collection,  generation  and 
standardization  of  geo- 
graphic information  sys- 
tems (GIS)  and  other 
automated  information, 
and  enhanced  communica- 
tion on  issues  of 
community  concern. 

To  accomplish  its  mission, 
the  Partnership  has  adopt- 
ed the  following  goals:  to 
develop  a  sustainable  land 
management  strategy 
based  on  the  integration  of 
land  ecology,  technology, 
and  human  needs  and 


desires;  to  discuss  and 
resolve  issues  related  to  the 
region  with  emphasis  on 
social  and  economic 
impact  of  Federal  land 
management  decisions;  to 
provide  for  growth,  mini- 
mum impact  on  natural 
resources,  recreation 
opportunity  and  tourism, 
scientific  application  of 
management  strategies, 
and  sustainability  of 
natural  resources. 

Other  areas  addressed  by 
the  Partnership  include 
river  management,  envi- 
ronmental education, 
school  children  programs, 
mineral  exploration,  equip- 
ment pooling,  law  enforce- 


ment agreements,  public 
outreach,  and 
neighborhood  forums. 

The  Partnership  meets  on 
a  monthly  basis  to  review 
opportunities  and  receive 
progress  reports  from  vari- 
ous committees.  Funding 
of  projects  is  shared 
depending  upon  areas  of 
responsibility  and 
agreements. 

Contact:   Kate  Kitchell, 
Field  Manager, 
BLM  Moah  Field  Office, 
(801)259-6111; 

Kaaron  Jorgen, 
(801)  259-4056. 
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Southern  Utah  Planning  Authorities  Council 


All  levels  of  government  in 
southern  Utah,  including 
Federal,  State,  and  county 
governments,  have  joined 
together  to  develop  a 
process  for  coordinating 
numerous  planning  efforts. 
The  resulting 
Memorandum  of 
Understanding  (MOU) 
called  for  the  creation  of 
the  Southern  Utah 
Planning  Authorities 
Council  (SUPAC).  This 
collaborative  and  interac- 
tive partnership  focuses  on 
all  areas  of  land  planning. 
The  Council  meets  on  a 
bimonthly  basis  to  review 
opportunities,  recommend 
courses  of  action,  and 
review  progress. 

The  Council  has  several 
goals:   to  facilitate  the 
establishment  of  shared 


goals  and  strategies  for 
resource  management  and 
development,  to  promote 
awareness  and  understand- 
ing of  legal  requirements 
and  objectives,  to  enhance 
intergovernmental  cooper- 
ation and  public  participa- 
tion, and  to  serve  as  a 
clearinghouse  for  the 
exchange  of  information. 

The  Council  is  composed 
of  many  partners  including 
Washington,  Garfield, 
Iron,  and  Kane  Counties; 
Washington  County  Water 
Conservancy  District;  five 
County  Associations  of 
Governments;  the  Paiute 
Tribe;  BLM;  Forest  Service; 
National  Park  Service; 
Natural  Resources 
Conservation  Service;  U.S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service; 
U.S.  Army  Corps  of 


Engineers;  Utah 
Congressional  Delegation; 
Utah  Departments  of 
Agriculture, 
Transportation,  and 
Natural  Resources; 
Governor's  Office  of 
Planning  and  Budget;  and 
Utah  School  and 
Institutional  Trust  Lands 
Administration.   The 
MOU  was  recently  modi- 
fied to  add  Garfield 
County  as  a  member  of 
SUPAC  and  also  expanded 
the  role  of  SUPAC  to 
include  Garfield  County. 

Contact:   G.  William  Lamb, 

State  Director, 

BLM  Utah  State  Office, 

(801)539-4010; 

Scott  Truman,  Southern 
Utah  University, 
(801)586-7738. 
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WASHINGTON 

Lincoln  County  Cooperative  Management 
Memorandum  of  Understanding 

Lincoln  County  and  BLM  have  agreed  through  a 
Memorandum  of  Understanding  (MOU)  to  communicate 
and  cooperate  on  management  issues  affecting  pubHc 
lands  in  the  county.    Under  this  MOU,  they  have  devel- 
oped numerous  working  relationships  that  enhance  the 
use  of  public  lands.    For  example,  the  Lincoln  County 
Road  Department  builds  and  maintains  BLM  roads, 
which  are  important  for  recreation.   This  work  is  complet- 
ed on  a  cost  reimbursable  basis,  and  has  provided  access 
to  key  winter  and  summer  fishing  lakes. 

A  second  and  very  exciting  project  involves  a  cooperative 
project  with  the  county  and  the  Washington  Department 
of  Fish  and  Wildlife  to  develop  fishing  and  boating  access 
to  a  130-acre  lake  that  had  been  dry  for  the  past  10 
years.   This  lake  has  been  the  historical  fishing  and  water 
recreation  area  for  the  community  of  Odessa,  and  recent- 
ly came  into  public  ownership  through  a  land  exchange. 
The  county  will  provide  the  labor  and  equipment  to 
improve  a  road  and  help  build  a  boat  ramp. 
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Both  BLM  and  the  county  agree  that  they  have  improved 
the  management  of  the  public  lands  and  have  provided 
for  local  use  and  economic  development  of  the  tourist 
industry  through  this  MOU.    Similar  MOUs  also  have 
been  signed  and  are  being  used  to  do  work  with  Ferry, 
Stevens,  and  Benton  Counties. 

Contact:  Todd  Thompson, 
Wildlife  Biologist, 
BLM  Spokane  District, 
(509)536-1200. 


WYOMING 


Yellowstone  Ecosystem  Trail  Head  Sites 


New  trailer  parking  and  shon- 
term  horse  accommodations  at 
the  Hogan/Luce  trail  head. 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Wyoming  State  Office) 


The  BLM,  Park  County  Parks  and  Recreation  Department, 
Shoshone  Back  Country  Horsemen,  Wyoming  Game  and 
Fish  Department,  Forest  Service,  Park  County  commis- 
sioners, and  private  landowners  have  joined  together  to 
develop  trail  head  sites  and  related  recreational  facilities  in 
high  use  areas  of  the  Yellowstone  Ecosystem.   The  BLM 
and  Park  County  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  draft- 
ed a  cooperative  agreement  for  the  purpose  of  sharing 
personnel,  materials,  and  funding  to  accomplish 
these  projects. 

Over  the  past  3  years,  the  Bobcat/Houlihan,  4-Bear,  and 
Hogan/Luce  trail  heads  have  been  completed,  with  more 
planned  in  the  future.   Each  site  offers  trail  access,  trailer 
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parking,  short-term  horse 
accommodations,  and  toi- 
lets.  Additionally,  the 
Hogan/Luce  trail  head  and 
recreation  site  provides 
access  to  two  reservoirs 
and  camping.   The  three 
trailheads  resolve  access 
and  trespass  issues  while 
providing  access  to  the 
national  forest. 

All  three  projects  were 
completed  with  materials 
and  labor  contributed  by 
the  partners.  The 
Shoshone  Backcountry 
Horsemen  volunteered 
their  services  to  construct 
and  install  horse  facilities; 
local  landowners  assisted 


with  heavy  equipment 
needs;  the  Forest  Service 
built  approximately  4  miles 
of  trail  associated  with 
access  to  4-Bear  Mountain; 
and  the  Park  County  Judge 
directed  youthful  offenders 
to  do  community  service 
where  ELM  identified  spe- 
cific work  to  be  performed. 
In  addition,  the  Park 
County  Road  and  Bridge 
Department  supplied  some 
equipment  and  labor  for 
these  projects. 

The  most  notable  success 
of  this  project  is  that  all 
the  partners  participated  in 
preliminary  project  plan- 
ning before  site  plans  were 


developed,  enabling  all  pro- 
jects to  be  constructed 
within  1  year  of  inception. 
As  a  result,  other  partners 
have  been  approaching 
BLM  to  work  on  future 
projects  in  similar  ways. 

Contact:  Duane  WJtitmer, 

Area  Manager, 

BLM  Cody  Resource  Area, 

(307)587-2216; 

Leonard  Bopp, 
(307)  868-2333,  or 
Rob  Schober, 
(307)  587-2550, 
Park  County  Parks  and 
Recreation  Board. 
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Snake  River  Corridor  Project 


The  Snake  River  Corridor 
supports  a  vast  number  of 
activities  including  hiking, 
cross-country  siding, 
wildlife  watching,  flat  and 
white  water  floating,  fish- 
ing, hunting,  ranching, 
gravel  extraction,  and 
home  building.   This  vari- 
ety of  uses  presents  special 
challenges  for  stakeholders 
and  land  management 
agencies,  who  often  have 
different  ideas  about  what 
is  best  for  the  Corridor. 

Under  the  Snake  River 
Corridor  Project,  BLM, 
Teton  and  Lincoln 
Counties,  Grand  Teton 
National  Park,  Bridger- 
Teton  National  Forest, 
Wyoming  Game  and  Fish 
Department,  Teton  County 


Natural  Resource  District, 
Wyoming  Department  of 
Transportation,  Lower 
Valley  Power  and  Light, 
the  University  of 
Wyoming,  the  Jackson 
Hole  Alliance  for 
Responsible  Planning, 
Jackson  Hole  Trout 
Unlimited,  U.S.  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers, 
Wyoming  State  Engineer's 
Office,  the  U.S.  Geological 
Survey,  the  Bureau  of 
Reclamation,  and  the 
National  Park  Service 
Rivers,  Trails,  and 
Conservation  Assistance 
Program,  have  all  come 
together  to  jointly  manage 
this  area. 

As  an  offshoot  of  this 
arrangement,  the  Teton 


County  Natural  Resource 
District  and  Teton  County 
have  partnered  with  BLM 
to  develop  and  maintain 
recreation  sites  in  the  area. 
Funding  and  labor  costs 
are  shared.   The  Teton 
County  Natural  Resource 
District  installed  toilet 
facilities  at  the  Wilson 
boat  ramp  for  which  Teton 
County  provides  long-term 
maintenance.   The  South 
Park  bridge  site  is  next  on 
the  development  agenda  to 
serve  as  a  desperately 
needed  access  point  for  the 
public. 

Contact:  Kellie  Roadifer, 
Rangeland  Management 
Specialist,  BLM  Pinedale 
Resource  Area, 
(307)  367-4358. 


Wilson  boat  ramp  area  tourist  facilities.  The  Snake  River  Corridor  supports  a  vast  number  of  recreational 

activities.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Wyoming  State  Office) 
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Wyoming  State  Rural  Development  Council 


Several  counties,  the 
Wyoming  Department  of 
Agriculture,  US  West, 
BLM,  the  Forest  Service, 
The  Nature  Conservancy, 
the  Northern  Arapaho  and 
Shoshone  tribes,  the  Farm 
Bureau,  and  the  Petroleum 
Association  of  Wyoming 
are  worldng  as  partners  on 
the  Wyoming  State  Rural 
Development  Council. 

The  Council's  goals 
include  providing  a  neutral 
forum  for  identifying  and 
resolving  multijurisdiction- 
al  issues  ranging  from  land 
use  management  processes 
to  business  finance  to 
affordable  housing;  facili- 
tating a  consensus  building 
process;  and  developing 
innovative  solutions 
through  dialogue,  coopera- 
tion, and  dissemination  of 
information.  The  Council, 
which  first  met  in  March 


1995,  meets  once  a  year 
and  its  executive  commit- 
tee meets  four  times  a 
year.  Accomplishments  to 
date  include:   developing  a 
clearinghouse  for  State  and 
local  economic  data;  orga- 
nizing a  neutral  meeting  to 
allow  leaders  from  indus- 
try, State,  and  Federal  enti- 
ties to  resolve  important 
historic  preservation  imple- 
mentation issues;  creating 
a  project  feasibility  team 
to  bring  together  resources 
to  assist  developing  busi- 
nesses; training  partners 
on  consensus-building 
sldlls;  developing  a  clear- 
inghouse of  available  facili- 
tators; and  creating  a  uni- 
versal application  form  for 
multiple  publicly  funded 
business  finance  requests. 

Specific  practices  adopted 
by  BLM  to  improve  its 
worldng  relationship  with 


the  counties  and  other 
communities  include  pro- 
viding advance  courtesy 
copies  of  news  releases 
announcing  planned  activi- 
ties to  County 
Commissioners,  and  post- 
ing information,  such  as 
Federal  Register  notices, 
on  BLM's  web  page.   Data 
bases  referencing  natural 
resources  data  and  land 
records,  once  available 
only  to  other  Federal  agen- 
cies, are  now  accessible  to 
counties  and  other  State 
and  local  government 
agencies. 

Contact:  Alan  Kesterke, 
Associate  State  Director, 
BLM  Wyoming  State  Office, 
(307)  775-6001. 
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MULTISTATE 


Colorado  Plateau  Initiative 

The  Colorado  Plateau  Initiative  is  a  joint  county,  State, 
and  Federal  initiative  for  Colorado,  Utah,  Arizona,  and 
New  Mexico.   The  Plateau  area  covers  130,000  square 
miles  of  predominantly  rural  mixed  estate.    BLM  admin- 
isters a  portion  of  this  area,  which  traditionally  has  been 
used  for  ranching,  logging,  and  mining.   The  lands  have 
added  value  because  of  the  rich  supply  of  strategic  miner- 
als, oil  and  gas,  vast  vegetation  and  significant  scenic 
resources.   The  boundary  of  the  Colorado  Plateau  is  also 
the  boundary  within  which  Anasazi  sites  are  found  today. 
BLM  is  working  in  partnership  to  develop  long-term  plan- 
ning for  the  region,  which  has  seen  a  dramatic  increase  in 
tourism  and  demand  for  recreational  opportunities. 
Visitation  to  BLM  lands  alone  has  tripled  in  certain  areas 
since  1990.   One  challenge  will  be  balancing  this  increas- 
ing interest  in  recreation  with  the  existing  demand  for 
traditional  uses. 


Contact:  A.}.  MaHinez, 

Special  Assistant  to  the  State  Director, 

BLM  Utah  State  Office, 

(801)  539-4018. 

Green  River  Basin  Advisory  Committee 

The  Green  River  Basin  Advisory  Committee  (GRBAC) 
was  chartered  in  1 995  under  the  Federal  Advisory 
Committee  Act  to  advise  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  on 
oil  and  gas  issues  in  southwest  Wyoming  and  northwest 
Colorado.   GRBAC   has  1  7  voting  members  comprised  of 
representatives  from  the  county  commissions  of 
Sweetwater  and  Carbon  Counties  in  Wyoming  and 
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Moffat  County,  Colorado, 
as  well  as  representatives 
from  the  energy  industry, 
academic  community,  envi- 
ronmental or  resource  con- 
servation groups,  the  pub- 
lic, and  representatives 
from  the  Wyoming  and 
Colorado  governors' 
offices. 

In  March  1996,  GRBAC 
convened  an  organization- 
al meeting  open  to  the 
public.    Public  interest  and 
participation  was  high  as 
evidenced  by  an  atten- 
dance of  approximately 
1,200  people  and  from  the 
extensive  verbal  and  writ- 
ten comments  received 
from  interested  parties. 

On  February  3,1997, 
GRBAC  wrapped  up  its 
year-long  examination  of 


natural  gas  development 
and  environmental  issues 
when  it  issued  a  report  rec- 
ommending numerous 
energy-related  manage- 
ment actions  to  Secretary 
Babbitt.   After  five  meet- 
ings, the  GRBAC  made 
recommendations  that 
would  reduce  delays  and 
costs  associated  with  rea- 
sonable oil  and  gas  devel- 
opment, while  protecting 
environmental  and  other 
resource  values.   GRBAC's 
preliminary  report  con- 
tained three  consensus  rec- 
ommendations covering 
the  streamlining  of  the 
National  Environmental 
Policy  Act  (NEPA)  process, 
ecoroyalty  relief  for  the  oil 
and  gas  program,  and  road 
design  standards.   The  last 
three  GRBAC  meetings 
covered  a  wide  variety  of 


issues  and  the  develop- 
ment of  three  additional 
recommendations  relating 
to  transportation  planning 
resulting  from  oil  and  gas 
development,  mitigation 
and  monitoring  guidelines 
designed  to  help  surface 
resource  users  enhance 
effective  use  and  conserva- 
tion of  all  resources 
through  ecoroyalty  relief, 
and  opportunities  for  part- 
nership offering  creative 
ideas  for  concerned  parties 
to  work  together  and 
educate  others. 

Contact:   Bob  Bennett, 

Deputy  State  Director, 

Minerals  and  Lands 

Authorizations, 

BLM  Wyoming  State  Office, 

(307)  775-6148. 
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Eastside  Ecosystem  Coalition  of  Counties 


In  1993,  at  the  direction 
of  President  Clinton,  the 
BLM  and  Forest  Service 
launched  an  effort  to 
address  regional  scale  nat- 
ural resource  issues  and 
provide  management  guid- 
ance for  75  million  acres  of 
Federal  land  in  Idaho, 
Oregon,  Washington, 
Montana,  and  small  por- 
tions of  Utah,  Nevada,  and 
Wyoming.     This  effort, 
called  the  Interior 
Columbia  Basin  Ecosystem 
Management  Project, 
recently  produced  a  scien- 
tific assessment  and  two 
draft  environmental 
impact  statements  (EIS). 

That  same  year,  the  respec- 
tive associations  of  coun- 


ties for  Idaho,  Oregon,  and 
Washington  formed  the 
Eastside  Ecosystem 
Coalition  of  Counties  in 
support  of  the  project.  The 
Coalition's  cooperation 
and  support  was  crucial  as 
the  project  developed  a  sci- 
ence-based approach  to 
management  of  Federal 
lands  in  the  Columbia 
Basin.  The  scientific 
assessment  characterizes 
and  assesses  the  landscape, 
ecosystem,  social  and  eco- 
nomic processes  and  func- 
tions, and  describes  the 
probable  outcomes  of  con- 
tinued management  prac- 
tices and  trends. 

The  Eastside  and  Upper 
Columbia  River  Basin  EISs 


each  describe  seven  alter- 
native ecosystem  manage- 
ment strategies  from  which 
the  Forest  Service  and 
BLM  can  make  decisions 
that  will  adjust  and  update 
agency  land  management 
plans  and  respond  to 
issues  and  needs.    An 
additional  benefit  of  the 
project  is  that  more  than 
1 70  computer-mapped 
data  themes  will  be  avail- 
able to  agency  employees, 
tribes,  other  governments, 
interest  groups,  and  the 
public. 

Contact:  Andy  Brunelle, 
Communication  Team  Leader, 
Upper  Columbia  River 
Basin  EIS  Office, 
(208)  334-1770  Ext.  128. 
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Ecosystem  Restoration/} ohs-in-the  Woods 


The  Northwest  Forest  Plan 
brings  together  ecosystem 
management,  economic 
development,  and  intera- 
gency coordination.   One 
part  of  the  Plan's  economic 
adjustment  initiative, 
ecosystem  restoration,  is 
reflected  in  the  Jobs-in-the- 
Woods  (JITW)  program. 
This  program  is  designed  to 
accomplish  ecosystem 
restoration  while  providing 
economic  assistance  to  the 
forest  industry  workers  in 
the  Pacific  Northwest. 
The  scope  of  work  offered 
through  JITW  contracts  is 
expanding  to  include  such 
efforts  as  resource  inventory 
and  monitoring;  project 
design,  mapping,  and  analy- 
sis; road  reconstruction  for 
sediment  reduction;  culvert 
replacement  for  fish  pas- 
sage; and  vegetation 
enhancement.  These  activi- 
ties were  traditionally  com- 
pleted by  BLM. 

Partners  include  the  Forest 
Service,  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service, 
Environmental  Protection 
Agency,  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs,  Native  American 
Tribes,  local  watershed 
restoration  groups,  county 
resource  conservation  dis- 


tricts, college  and  university 
foundations,  and  many  oth- 
ers. The  following  provide 
examples  of  work  BLM  and 
the  counties  are  performing 
together: 

Western  Oregon  counties, 
State  and  Federal  agencies, 
Tribes,  and  the  BLM  regu- 
larly participate  in  the 
Ecosystem  Investment 
Team  and  the  State 
Community  Economic 
Revitalization  Team.  These 
regional  teams  also  include 
labor  leaders,  adult  educa- 
tion leaders,  and  many  oth- 
ers. The  teams'  activities 
include  developing  process- 
es for  effectively  managing 
watershed  restoration/JlTW 
funds  from  the  Federal  gov- 
ernment, identifying  and 
resolving  issues  relating  to 
worker  retraining,  and 
encouraging  the  develop- 
ment of  innovative  con- 
tracting methods  for 
accomplishing  work. 

BLM's  Northern  California 
Resource  Areas  (NORCAL) 
awarded  1 8  JITW  projects 
during  FY  1996  worth  more 
than  $1  million.   Projects 
were  administered  through 
the  Ai'cata  and  Redding 
Resource  Areas.  Awards 


included  four  extensive  road 
system  improvement  pro- 
jects to  reduce  sediment 
inputs  into  streams  and  to 
repair  storm  damage,  a 
major  stream  channel  stabi- 
lization project  to  correct 
impacts  from  turn-of-the- 
century  hydraulic  mining, 
upland  nonsystem  road  and 
sldd  trail  removal,  fuels 
management,  timber  stand 
improvement  designed  to 
accelerate  development  of 
late-successional  forest  char- 
acteristics, exotic  plant 
species  eradication,  con- 
struction and  placement  of 
bat  roost  structures,  con- 
struction and  placement  of 
"bear-proof  food  containers 
and  trash  receptacles,  and 
placement  of  spawning 
gravel.  JITW  contracts  pro- 
vided approximately  1 33 
jobs  to  the  local  economies, 
predominantly  in 
Humboldt,  Mendocino, 
Shasta,  and  Trinity  coun- 
ties.  In  general,  every  $1 
million  spent  on  ecosystem 
restoration  produces  25 
jobs. 

Contact:  Boh  Rheinei; 
Economic  Manager, 
BLM  Oregon  State  Office, 
(503)  952-  6015. 
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''We  do  not 

inherit  this  land 

from  our  ancestors; 

We  borrow  it  from 

our  children'' 


Haida  Indian  Saying 
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